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Board of Governors Election
Cast Your Vote Between July 1 and July 21

As per the bylaws of the Alumni Association of the American Community School at 
Beirut, 2016 is an election year in which up to fifteen members are elected to the Board 
of Governors to serve a three-year term from January 2017 to December 2019  For the 
first time, as was announced last issue, an electronic voting process will be used, starting 
July 1 and closing July 21  You may cast your vote for up to 15 candidates by following 
this link: www.surveymonkey.com/r/ACSALUMNIBOG. Candidate biographies are 
available on the voting platform 

If you are not a computer user, you may request a ballot by contacting: Pat Hinds, 
Nominating Committee; 304 Calle Moreno; San Dimas, CA 91773-3991; Phone: 909-592-
6264  or email: hindspt@yahoo.com  All hard copy ballots must be postmarked by July 21 

ACS Reunion 2016 Boston, MA
August 12 – 14, 2016

REGISTRATION FEE: $195. Register online or print a hard copy

LAST DAY TO REGISTER: JULY 15, 2016

IMPORTANT LINKS FOR THE REUNION
• Facebook pages: “ACS – Beirut” and “Reunion 2016: Boston”
• Website: acsreunion.com for information and hyperlinks to the hotel and Boston 
• Email: acsreunion2016@gmail.com

The Boston Reunion Committee is excited to have you join us in our wonderful city  
We hope that the information we are sharing about Boston and the things that make it 
special will be helpful as you plan your visit  We know some have decided to make this 
into a family vacation so that you can explore the sights, sounds, food, and adventure of 
this historic town 

REUNION ACTIVITY PLANS
The Committee realizes that the main reason for alumni to get together is to 

reconnect with people and friends who meant so much to each other during their 
tenure in Beirut  To meet that goal and in the effort to keep costs down, the committee 

Continued on page 2
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has decided to focus on giving people opportunities and venues 
to connect  

THURSDAY NIGHT HOSPITALITY ROOM CASH BAR
Those arriving on or before Thursday will find a meeting 

point by the hospitality room on the Mezzanine level of the Park 
Plaza  We will have a cash bar available at 6:30 p m , allowing you 
a central location to connect with your friends and classmates as 
we begin this triennial gathering  

CLASS GATHERINGS AND DINNERS—LOCATION POINT 
PERSON NEEDED! 

Friday afternoon and early evening are for classmates and 
colleagues to get together and taste the “best of Boston” while 
reminiscing about the “best of Beirut”  This reunion tradition 
gives everyone the opportunity to gather for dinner in class 
clusters, renew friendships, and get caught up with each other’s 
lives  As alumni friendships span numerous years, where will be 
several dinner options to choose from, an opportunity to enjoy 
the comradery, and to return to the Plaza for Friday night’s Open 
Mic festivities  

The Reunion Committee is exploring venues for these 
gatherings and will work to coordinate each group's destination 
based on anticipated numbers  However, as we have a large 
number of reunion attendees, we will need to have a “point 
person” for the various gathering groups and venues  Closer 
to the August reunion, we will help connect attendees 
to the appropriate point person  If you are willing to lead 
one of the dinner groups, please email the committee at: 
acsreunion2016@gmail.com and indicate your graduation year 
or role at the school  Our committee will assist you with your 
class dinner plans and venue options  

OPEN MIC NIGHT AND REUNION CHOIR
We know we have many alumni wishing to share their 

talents at the Friday Night “Open Mic” Jam Session and cash 
bar  This evening is being organized by Herman Lammerts 
’73 with former ACS music teacher, Mrs. Carol Schaub FAC, 
coordinating voices for the Triennial Reunion Choir  She explains 
that there will be a short rehearsal in the afternoon (before the 
class dinners)  The Office of Development and Alumni Relations 
has graciously offered to provide support for this evening  If 
you are interested in participating, please send an email to 
acsreunion2016@gmail.com  

BUSINESS MEETING AND BANQUET
On Saturday morning at 10 a m  the alumni association 

general business meeting will be held  The President of the 

Continued on page 3

ACS Reunion 2016 Continued 
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Board of Governors will recognize and introduce the members 
of the AA/ACS BoG, the members of the ACS Board of Trustees, 
the ACS head of school, and other ACS representatives in 
attendance  The President will then review the BoG's progress 
in implementing the changes required to enable AA/ACS to 
become more meaningful to post-war alumni 

The Saturday evening banquet and dance is another 
opportunity to connect with friends from our past  Following 
the sit-down dinner, the DJ and cash bar will continue until 11 
p m  Our DJ welcomes your music requests prior to the event  
If you have a specific song that brings back memories from 
your time at ACS, please visit their suggestion page at: http://
curtisknightevents.com/requests.asp?djidnumber=4052  
using the password “School”  If they can, they will try to include 
your request in the lineup  

PHOTOS WANTED
ACS alumni, faculty, and trustees—we are looking for 

pictures of ACS, Beirut, Lebanon, past alumni gatherings, etc  for 
the slide show that will be part of the Saturday night banquet 
and festivities at the reunion  It would be great to have photos 
representing all decades of our school’s history  You may share 
these on Flickr at www.flickr.com/groups/acsreunion2016/ 
Please email Sandy Smith-Bickford ’71 at acsreunion2016@
gmail.com if you have any questions or need assistance sharing 
your photos 

THE HOTEL
The venue for the reunion will be the Boston Park Plaza 

Hotel  It is located right off the “Green Line” “T” (subway 
line), near the theater district, the Boston Public Garden, 
and “Chinatown”  This historic hotel has been undergoing a 
renovation and modernization for the last two years  There is 
easy access from Logan Airport via mass transit or taxi  

Our hotel rooms have been filling quickly and additions 
have been made to the original room block  Please check the 
event website www.acsreunion.com to see the latest status 
of room availability and the link to the Park Plaza’s reservation 
special reservation page for our discounted room rates 

ABOUT BOSTON
The Greater Boston Convention & Visitors Bureau has the 

best description of Boston: 
Find what you'll love in Boston  Perhaps Boston can be best 

described as a welcome contradiction: Hip alongside historic  
Skyscrapers surround parks  Gourmet meets pizza  Just as the 
city pays homage to every period of America's timeline, it also 
serves as all things to all people 

The Bureau’s website: www.bostonusa.com/visit is a wealth 
of information about places to see, where to eat, discounts, 
events, and sample itineraries to meet everyone’s interests  We 
highly recommend a quick visit to their website as you prepare 
for your time in the city  

DUCK BOATS ANYONE? 
One of the crazy ways to see the sights of Boston is with 

a Duck Boat Tour  We will be scheduling a group tour at 2 p m  
on Saturday, August 13 departing from the Prudential Center, 
a 15-minute walk from the Park Plaza Hotel  The cost will be 
$33 per person for the 80-minute tour (tax and fees included)  
Reservations and payment must be received by July 15 for us to 
get the group rate  Email us at: acsreunion2016@gmail.com if 
you are interested! Please send check or money order made out 
to: Alumni Association of ACS, Inc  and mail to: ACS Reunion, 32 
Brady Loop, Andover MA 01810  

SUNDAY RED SOX GAME
Though our block of 50 tickets has sold out, if you are 

interested in being placed on a waitlist should people change 
their plans and can’t attend the game, please email Donna 
Harms-Hansen ‘74, Reunion Chair, at acsreunion2016@gmail.
com  If available, tickets are priced at $18 each for Bleacher 
Section 37 

THINGS TO KNOW AND THINGS TO DO
What do “locals” recommend? Members of our Reunion 

Committee were brainstorming about what they would 
recommend visitors do  The list just kept growing but here are 
some suggestions:

• Harbor Cruise
• High Speed Ferry to Provincetown
• New England Aquarium
• “CHEERS” Bar (The Bull & Finch Pub)

Continued on page 4

ACS Reunion 2016 Continued 
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• Ferry to Salem and the Witch Museum
• Harbor Island Parks (picnics and beach)
• Rose Kennedy Greenway
• Museum of Science and Planetarium
• Quincy Market and Faneuil Hall
• The Freedom Trail
• Paul Revere’s House
• Museum of Fine Arts
• Whale Watches
• Old North Church
• Boston Children’s Museum
• Isabel Steward Gardner Museum
• Blue Man Group
• Shear Madness
• August Moon Festival in  Chinatown (8/15)

CITY PASS
Boston is a great and exciting city with so many fun and 

interesting places to visit  There are also some ways for you to 
save money as you see the sights  The CITY PASS lets you save 
up to 47% on the New England Aquarium, Museum of Science, 
Museum of Fine Arts, and either Boston Skywalk Observatory or 
Harvard Museum of Natural History  

www.citypass.com/boston 

GO BOSTON CARD
This card allows you to create your own discount card based 

on the museums and attractions you want to visit  
www.smartdestinations.com/boston

MASS TRANSIT
The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) has 

subways, buses, and boats within the system  See www.mbta.
com for information about the “Charlie Card”, different discount 
passes for one-day or seven-day unlimited travel and fares, and 
schedules if you want to visit different points of interests  The 
Park Plaza Hotel is located two blocks from the Arlington T-stop 
of the Green Line 

COMIC CON
Unbeknownst to us when we started planning the reunion 

in the fall of 2013, Boston Comic Con has scheduled their 
convention the same weekend  Over 40,000 comic book/graphic 
novel fans are anticipated  This year, William Shatner (Captain 
Kirk) will be “beaming down” on the Friday and Saturday with 
additional special guests on Sunday  

http://bostoncomiccon.com
Hope to see you in August!

ACS Reunion 2016 Continued 

By Kareem Kombarji ’09 
The Communications Committee, a group chartered to 

develop and enhance alumni communications so that they 
are robust and encompassing of all AA/ACS members, was 
established following a Board of Governors vote during the 
December 2015 conference call  The committee is comprised 
of Linda Handschin-Sheppard ’68, Danny Abukalam ’09, 
Andrea Aractingi’09, and is chaired by Kareem Kombarji ’09 

Since we received our mandate late last year, the team 
has been hard at work—meeting by phone twice a month— 
to review current alumni communications and define a path 
forward  After some discussion and research, it became clear 
that while our beloved Potrezebie newsletter appeals quite 
strongly to the “pre-war” membership, it does not resonate well 
with alumni from more recent class years  Something, still yet 
to be defined, needs to be done  We also identified another 
gap in our communications: aside from social media accounts 
managed by our partners in the ACS Development Office, we 
lacked an online, digital presence  These two opportunities 
served as the inspiration for our near-term strategy and are 

driving our efforts today  
In order to provide our constituents with a central, dynamic 

online portal through which to consume news, event updates, 
or even contribution opportunities, the Communications 
Committee has partnered with ACS to be part of a shared 
website that will serve as the underlying infrastructure and focal 
point of our online presence and digital strategy  I’m happy to 
say that the website is in its final stages of development and 
should be launched in the near future  Once this portal is active, 
we will be ready to build a digital newsletter and provide you 
with news through an electronically consumable medium that 
will appeal to all our constituents in a dynamic, colorful, and 
best in class format  

We have a lot on our plate and have much more to come 
as we progress through this exciting time of change and 
development  I encourage you to reach out with any ideas, 
feedback, questions, or suggestions  We are here to serve you, 
our fellow alumni, and are always here to hear anything you 
have to say  

Contact Kareem Kombarji ’09 at kkombarji@gmail.com

A Report from the AA/ACS Communications Committee
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Alumni Notes

Tony Glockler ’53 writes: Bev and I have moved to: 900 
Hollinshead Spring Road, Apt G107, Skillman, N J 08558  This 
place is called Stonebridge at Montgomery and is a continuing 
care retirement community  We live independently in an 
apartment but all levels of health care are available if we live 
long enough to need it

I encountered a friend in Princeton, Christine Lindner, who 
had occasion to go back to Beirut for a visit  She went to the 
cemetery for British and American people and took pictures of 
the gravestones of my paternal grandparents  I did not know she 
was even going to Beirut, let alone going to the cemetery, so I 
was very surprised to get an email with the pictures  I had never 
seen those gravestones and actually never knew my paternal 
grandparents so it was quite a surprise  

Thank you for all you do for us old ACSers 

BØrre Ludvigsen ’64 writes:  I am listed in the Pot as 
"overseas correspondent", so I guess I should be contributing 
more  However, my excuse hitherto has been the three volumes 
we did for AA/ACS, and the history for ACS  

My problem right now is that we are in the midst of moving 
to Oslo—with a baby  Mina was born at the beginning of 
November, and as I retired (at 70) on April 1 (no, neither are 
jokes), I suppose that's worth a few lines 

On May 2, we're off to Beirut and I hope to write something 
from there for you  As I have been going regularly to Beirut just 
about every year since 1995, we have been a position to see 
how things built up towards 2004 and then have been coasting 
downhill since then  

Kathleen Holmes ’71 says: After I graduated from ACS 
I moved with my family to Florida  I had a very successful 
career as a studio artist for 35 years, and then five years ago 
began renovating, decorating, and managing vacation rental 
properties in our neighborhood in Lake Worth, FL, next door to 
West Palm Beach  It’s a long story, how my husband and I wound 
up with a bunch of little rental properties, but we did and now I 
have six cute and comfortable vacation rental homes that keep 
me busy—my encore career!

Sadly, I have never been able to make it to one of the ACS 
reunions  Happily, my classmate Glen Grubbs ’71 and his wife 
Debra have stopped by a couple of times to visit  Glenn does 
a reunion at his home in New Hampshire every summer, and 
during his last visit, we talked about doing a reunion in Florida 
someday  He assured me that all the retiring ACSers he knows 

want to come to Florida! It struck me then that I have places 
where people can stay, and that pop-up mini reunions would be 
possible and really fun to host here! 

I just wanted put this idea out there to my fellow ACSers  I 
would love to see again, and meet fellow new alums, here in our 
little paradise  My properties can be seen at www.holmesaway.
com; I have three 1-bedroom cottages, two 2-bedroom 
houses, and one 3-bedroom house, so we should be able to 
accommodate quite a few at one time  Anyway, it was just an 
idea - if not even for a reunion, if any fellow alums have cause to 
travel down here, please look me up and let’s catch up!

Harriet Wahl-Cowper '73 writes: When we travelled to the 
West Bank in the 1960s, my mother bought several beautifully 
embroidered Palestinian dresses  All these years we have had 
them and now wondered where they could be donated so they 
could be appreciated  By chance I learned of the Palestinian 
Heritage Foundation which turned out to be the perfect place 
to donate these dresses  Farah Munayyer and his wife Hanan 
started the organization in 1987 and their website: www.
palestineheritage.org  The last two newsletters on their website 
describe the dresses that my brother Martin Wahl '69 and I 
donated 

I thought other ACS alumni with dresses or other treasures 
of Palestinian heritage might be interested in donating to 
the foundation  Please consider contacting Farah at: farah@
palestineheritage.org

Kathleen Holmes ’71 and Glen Grubbs ’71

http://www.holmesaway.com
http://www.holmesaway.com
http://www.palestineheritage.org
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In Memoriam

Robert Bergelin ’64
Bob died in December 2014  

Sorry to take so long to note it in the 
Potrezebie, but it still feels like yesterday 
that we lost him  So much to remember  
Bob remained—as he had been in 

Photos by BØrre Ludvigsen ’64 

high school—a terrific friend and 
conversationalist  He would embrace 
your subject, welcome the fact that you 
brought it up, churn it, advance it, and 
make you feel glad that you engaged 
him  He was born in 1945 but discovered 
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late in life, through a document, that the 
birthdate he’d been given was inaccurate 
—four days off  So with his friends he 
created “Bob Fest”, which lasted four 
days and was a delight to so many in 
late June  His childhood was nomadic, 
ranging across Delaware, New Zealand, 
East Pakistan, Switzerland, Afghanistan, 
Texas, and Lebanon  When he died he 
was recently retired as a research scientist 
in the University of Washington School 
of Medicine  He and his wife Lynn, also 
a delightfully creative person, had just 
moved to Bainbridge Island  They’d been 
together for more than four decades and 
were beginning major new adventures  
We miss him terribly  

Reported by Eric Nalder ’64
Bob’s widow Lynn may be contacted 

at LynnBergelin@gmail.com; 206-941-
4814; PO Box 10254, Bainbridge Island, 
WA 98110 

Gaye Wells-Mize FAC Her husband 
David Mize recently reported Gaye 
passed away in August 2015  She taught 
at ACS from 1951-1954, married in 
1952, and is survived by two daughters, 
Elizabeth ’74 and Lucy ’75  David may 
be contacted at 802-685-2296
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A Tour of the Holy City 

through the foundations of the Temples of Solomon and 
Herod led by one of my father’s friends, the Greek Orthodox 
Archbishop of Jerusalem  The archbishop was a history buff 
as well as a religious leader, and he showed up that morning 
in full priestly regalia with some sturdy hiking sandals  We 
climbed the entire Via Dolorosa, with the priest describing 
events along the way, went through some old neighborhoods 
that abutted the walls of the former temple, and finally 
turned down an ancient street in a Greek neighborhood  The 
archbishop, talking constantly of the difficulties of moving 
great masses of cherty limestone without machines, suddenly 
took us to the right, through the door of a Greek pastry shop  
At the back of the shop, behind a rough curtain, there was a 
large stone that he told us was an original foundation stone 
from the Temple of Solomon 

As I turned around, I noticed that some eight employees 
of the store had dropped to their knees in prayer and were 
looking intensely at the floor  As the archbishop turned to 
leave, the store owners packed him down with loaves of bread, 
baklava, and spinach pie along with smaller bags of other Greek 
delicacies  As the archbishop’s obvious guests, my brother and 
sister and I were included in this deluge of goodies, and soon 
had more than we could carry in our arms  The archbishop 
concluded his tour at the pastry shop, and we thanked him  
Then we went home to eat  

A Visit to Baalbek

working with oils up to the student  
Ray was also tolerant of students who wanted to try 

something different from what the rest of the class was doing  
He let me experiment with pen and ink drawings, allowing 
me to “borrow” students from the ACS study hall as models if 
I promised to let them study as I tried to capture their faces  
When one of my classes was working with oils, Ray let me work 
with egg tempura, the same medium used for The Last Supper. 
My skills in art were far below the level of the rest of the class in 
my estimation, but I was learning by doing what previous artists 
had done 

By George Herrmann ’63
My father concluded the second year of his Foreign Service 

Institute Arabic Language training program in Beirut in 1964  
We took a summer of home leave at that time, our family of 
seven traversing the United States in a Ford station wagon and 
camping with a Sears wall tent 

We traveled from Washington, DC to Seattle, seeing most 
of the national monuments and parks along the way, then 
ambled down the California coast to stay with relatives in Santa 
Monica, and returned to the East Coast through the American 
Southwest  It was an eight-week trip: thirty days of home leave 
added to thirty days of annual leave  At the end of this vacation, 
I went back to college and my family travelled first to Beirut, 
then on to my Dad’s new post as the American Consul in Arab 
Jerusalem  We lived in a villa above the Damascus Gate on 
Mount Scopus 

In the summer of 1965 I traveled to Jordan for a summer with 
my family  I had been to Jerusalem before, but my father wanted 
me to appreciate more of the historical side of the city, so we 
toured the Pools of Bethesda and the Virgin Spring, followed an 
archeologist’s daughter through Hezekiah’s tunnel waist-deep in 
water, shared a summer house on the Mount of Temptation with 
Ambassador Barnes in Amman, visited All Saints’ Church and the 
Dome of the Rock and the Al-Aqsa Mosque 

The piece de resistance, however, was a guided tour 

By George Herrmann ’63
Throughout my two years at ACS, I was fortunate to have 

Ray Ruehl FAC as my art teacher  I don’t think that I had ever 
previously had a teacher like Mr  Ruehl, who characterized the 
“guide on the side” form of teaching that Schools of Education 
now try to develop  Ray would begin a semester with a series of 
lectures, slide briefings, and discussions on a major movement 
in art, say “Impressionism” and would then encourage his 
students to try that painting technique for themselves  This led 
to some wonderful work: easels were set up around the school 
and future artists like Tina Lund ’63 would paint bougainvillea 
bushes in oils using Impressionist techniques  Ray would walk 
by and comment on the work, but he left the learning process of Continued on page 8
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On a family outing in 1963, I found a block of limestone 
that I thought might be carved into a statue  It was about two 
and a half feet long and about two feet high and wide  I wanted 
to try and carve it, so I brought it home, took it to school, and 
showed it to Mr  Ruehl  He was a little hesitant to let me go in 
this direction, but I outlined the form I thought I could bring out 
of the rock and he could see that the limestone would be easy 
to work with metal tools  I obtained a one-pound mallet, safety 
glasses, and several small steel cold chisels and got started  
On the rock, I drew a girl lying on her side as if reading a book, 
propped up on one elbow with the other arm crossing her body 
so that the arms met at the wrist  Her legs were slightly bent at 
the knees  For the first week I labored to remove pieces of the 
rock to free the basic figure I imagined, learning to work with 
the chisels and the mallet in the process  Early on, I realized 
that I would again need a 
model if I wanted to get the 
proportions of the figure right  
I again asked if I might tap the 
study hall for models, and was 
given permission subject to an 
agreement to let the student 
continue to study as I worked on 
the stone 

I asked several girls to sit for 
this undertaking, and found a 
willing model in an 8th grader 
named Marilyn Goodbary 
’66  Marilyn was perfect for this 
project: she fit easily and safely 
onto the ping pong table I was 
allowed to use as a platform 
for my model, she had beautiful features and an angelic smile, 
and she could put up with the tapping of the mallet and chisels 
as she studied  She actually looked like the figure I saw in my 
mind’s eye  Marilyn was pretty, quiet, and demure: she would 
come in to the studio, get up on the table, and open her book 
to address her assignment without further instruction  With her 
assistance, I was able to form the figure’s legs, arms, and torso to 
roughly human proportions  I left the head a little bigger than it 
should have been because I wanted to remove the rock around 
the facial features gently and have some material to work with if 
I made a mistake 

That same semester, there was a school trip to Baalbek  
I signed up, as did Marilyn and her elder sister Rhonda ’64. 
The tour took us over the mountains and down into the Beqaa 
Valley  As we approached the ruins of Baalbek, the Temples of 

Heliopolis were identified for us on the bus  The columns of the 
Temple of Jupiter were really impressive, and so was the nearly 
intact Temple of Bacchus 

Once we reached the parking area, we were guided around 
the ruins for a while, and were then allowed a little time to 
explore the ruins by ourselves  Marilyn and I headed over toward 
the Temple of Bacchus, which at that time had an internal 
staircase that sightseers could climb  It went up about forty feet 
and opened to a very small veranda protected by a metal railing 

When we reached the veranda, we were by ourselves  
Looking down, we could see our bus load of students, our 
teachers, and other visitors walking around slowly, examining the 
fabulous ruins  Marilyn looked out, looked to either side of us and 
behind us, and then did something I have never forgotten 

Marilyn screamed 
It was a masterpiece of a 

scream, worthy of Janet Leigh’s 
shower scream in Psycho 
without the violins  It dripped 
terror and urgent need  It 
was clear and powerful and it 
echoed strongly between the 
buildings and columns below us  
After the scream, Marilyn’s face 
went back to its usual angelic, 
peaceful expression  She did 
not move or wave or in any way 
acknowledge where the scream 
might have originated; she just 
watched 

Below us, the figures on 
the ground started to move 

about rapidly  Teachers and tour guides were all frantically 
taking head counts  Adults were running toward doorways and 
cavities and around columns to see who was hurt and what 
had caused the accident  After a minute or two on the veranda, 
the two of us turned around and went down to the ground  We 
quietly rejoined the bus group, got back on the bus, and headed 
back to ACS  Nothing was said about the scream, but some of 
the teachers on the bus sported furrowed foreheads and kept 
counting noses all the way back to Beirut  

One week before I was supposed to turn in my statue for a 
grade, I struck the limestone block near the figure’s waist and 
the block broke in half  Left with nothing else to submit for 
grading, I sawed off the statue’s head and turned it in as a partial 
work of art  Mr  Ruehl was understanding, and I received a 
portion of the grade I might have received for the full figure  

A Visit to Baalbek Continued 

Temple of Bacchus
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A Reunion of the Classes of 1956, 1957, and 1959 Alumni
Diane McWood-Nowland ’56, 

Glady McWood-Birdsong ’59, and 
Susan Kellenberg-Jones ’57 hosted 
a gathering of members of the Classes 
of 1956, 1957, and 1959 in Nevada City, 
California from April 20-24  A total of 26 
alumni, spouses, and friends attended  
This is the third time these three alumna 
have hosted mini-reunions in Nevada 
City  As usual, they did a great job of it 
with just the right balance of organized 
activity and free time  

The members of the Class of 1956 
celebrated the 60th anniversary of 
their graduation from ACS, and for 
the occasion, 11 of the 33 classmates 
attended: William Brown, Rolph 
Christopherson, William Crays, Norman 
Gray, Patrick Hinds, Kenneth Lebsock, 
Judy Mandaville-Lipman, Diane-
McWood-Nowland, Robert Sample, 
Jack Sommer, and Diane Renfer-
Sommer. 

Susan Kellenberg-Jones, Betty 
Ann Calloway-Rogers, Linda Jane 
McCarthy-Schick, Wally Richman, and 
Don Emmerson represented the Class 
of 1957 and Glady McWood-Birdsong 
carried the flag for the Class of 1959 

Spouses in attendance were Clarice 
Christopherson, Nancy Crays, Evelyn 
Hinds, Myles Jones, Jim Lipman, Larry 
Birdsong, Barbara Sample, and Jerry 
Schick  Also, attending was Diane 
Nowland’s friend Bob Driscal 

Typical of ACS alumni gatherings, 
this was a geographically diverse group 
with alumni traveling from New York, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, Washington, Colorado, and 
various cities in California 

Much of the time was devoted to 
long chats with schoolmates followed 
by wonderful meals at some of the great 
restaurants in the area  Glady McWood-

Continued on page 10

Photo courtesy of Rolph Christopherson.
Left to Right: Jack Sommer, Evelyn Hinds, Bill Brown, Bill Crays,  Nancy Crays, Bob Sample, Pat Hinds, 
Rolph Christopherson, Diane Renfer-Sommer, Clarice Christopherson, Myles Jones, Susan Kellenberg-
Jones, Ken Lebsock, Bob Driscal, Barbara Sample, Diane McWood-Nowland, Betty Ann Calloway-
Rogers, Larry Birdsong, Don Emmerson, Glady McWood-Birdsong, Jerry Schick, Jim Lipman, Judy 
Mandaville-Lipman, Linda Jane McCarthy-Schick, Norm Gray, Wally Richman

Top Row: Leroy Crane, Richard Crane, Gary Hendrix, Ken Wantling, Frank Irving, Mike Woodruff, Bill 
Brown, Bob Sample, Norm Gray
Middle Row: Carey Overton, Diane McWood, Ken Lebsock, Tony Shebea, John Ference, Jack Sommer, 
Pat Hinds, Katheryn Jackson, Carol Jean Hopkins, John Woods
Bottom Row: Dorothy Emmerson, Judy Mandaville,  Diane Renfer, Kay Hendrix, Hattie Axtell, Laura 
Oster, Cathy McCormick, Barbara Lucher, Sharon McMullen, Virginia Moore
Not shown: Bill Crays and Rolph Christopherson
Deceased classmates: Ken Wantling, Frank Irving, Mike Woodruff, John Ference, Kay Hendrix-Carter, 
Katherine Jackson-Ullman, Barbara Lucher-Graham, Sharon McMullen, Virginia Moore-Wantling, and 
Edward Passmore
Lost classmates: Tony Shebea, Carol Jean Hopkins, and Laura Oster
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A Message from the Board of Governors: No More Dues 

Nominees for the AA/ACS Board of Governors
Name Grad. Year Resides 
Hinds, Patrick* 1956 San Dimas, CA
Miller, Robert 1960 Winter Springs, FL
Hutchins, Jeff* 1965 Black Mountain, NC
Handschin-Sheppard, Linda* 1968 Bellevue, WA
Kelberer, Margaret* 1973 St  Paul, MN
Kano, Gina 1973 Walnut, CA
Bruder, Jay* 1974 Alexandria, VA
Farah, Laila 1981 Chicago, IL
Bashshur-Abunnasr, Maria* 1984 Beirut, Lebanon
Maksad, Majd* 2000 New York, NY
Agha, Yasmin 2004 Beirut, Lebanon
Farah, Ramzi 2005 Washington, DC
El Hajj Ibrahim, Danai* 2006 Beirut, Lebanon
Ghandour, Amer 2006 Dubai, UAE
Aractingi, Andrea 2009 New York, NY
Kombarji, Kareem* 2009 New York, NY
Abukalam, Danny* 2009 Manchester, UK
Tabbarra, Zeyd 2011 New York, NY
Kaiss, Jad 2015 Ohio
*Denotes a current member of the AA/ACS Board of Governors

Board of Governors Election Continued 

Birdsong hosted an evening of mezza and wine  Bill Crays, 
Jack Sommer, and Pat Hinds squeezed in a round of golf, a 
continuation of their ongoing decades-long match  

Reunions are priceless; the friendships are priceless  These 
gatherings become all the more precious as the years accrue  
The 1950s were a golden time for us, all the more so because of 
where we were—ACS and Beirut  Not too surprisingly at the end 
of our discussions and reminiscences, we mostly agreed that 
the time, place, and the exceptional teachers at ACS shaped our 
lives in a very positive way  We wouldn’t trade our time together 
at ACS for anything—anything at all 

A group photo of the attendees along with a caption 
identifying each attendee accompanies this article  Also 
included is a photo of the Class of 1956 taken on June 22, 1956 
just prior to the graduation ceremony  The caption with the 
1956 photo identifies in bold letters the graduates that are also 
in the photo taken at the Nevada City gathering  The reader may 
compare the images of the 1956 alumni taken in 2016 to those 
from 60 years earlier and likely conclude that the women are still 
good looking and the men are aging 

A Reunion of the Classes of 1956, 1957, 
and 1959 Alumni Continued

Malcolm Kerr Endowment Fund for scholarships 
The association will continue to contact you once a year 

by email and postal mail to ask for your financial support in 
the form of a tax deductible donation  Starting this year the 
solicitation will be sent to you in August  We recommend a 
donation of $25 per year, but the amount is entirely up to you  
Please be generous 

In the future, you will see only three primary solicitations 
during the year, one from the alumni association and two from 
ACS  These are:

• the alumni association annual campaign in August
• the ACS Annual Fund in October
• the ACS alumni giving campaign in March/April

At any time you may give directly to the school via their 
website to support its fundraising initiatives or you may 
contribute through the alumni association  The association 
needs your donations to continue operating on your behalf 

The AA/ACS Board of Governors has voted to discontinue 
the collection of dues and to rely instead upon donations from 
alumni to support its activities  This approach is consistent 
with the way other non-profit alumni organizations fund their 
ongoing operations - dues payments are not tax deductible 
but donations are so, alumni filing US income tax returns will 
benefit, as their entire contribution will be tax deductible

As you may be aware, the school does not fund the alumni 
association, rather your contributions fund the association, 
support scholarship programs, and generously assist the school 
with its many initiatives  

 What do we do with the money?
• Every year we publish and distribute four editions of the 

Potrezebie newsletter in hard copy and by email 
• We provide seed money for triennial reunions 
• Based on how you direct your donation, we support to the 

association, as well as various funds at ACS including the 


