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My dear fellow alumni,

2022 is shaping up to be a year of travel 
and reunions for many of us.  As we emerge 
from many of the COVID restrictions, I 
notice that many of us have taken the 
opportunity to get on a plane, or in a car, 
and travel. 

I hope that your travel plans include a trip 
to Baltimore in August for our Triennial 
Reunion.  Many people are working 
very hard to make it an enjoyable and 
memorable trip.   It seems that no matter 
where we meet, it’s about the reconnecting 
with old friends and the making of new 
ones. It really doesn’t matter where 
we are, the outcome is always great.  
Remembering back to Salt Lake City in 
2019, I heard all these objections about the 
city, and concerns about there not being 
enough to do.  But Melo put together 
a wonderful 3 days in the loveliest of 
hotels that proved to be one of the most 
successful reunions we’ve had.  

We are grateful to those like her that 
step up and take on the responsibility 
of running the reunion, just as Elizabeth 
(Betsy) Van den Berg ‘74 has done this 
year.  I promise that she, along with her 
committee members will provide you 3-4 
days filled with friends, memories, food, 
and drink. 

Keep in mind that we have funds available 
to help those that are hindered from 
coming by financial concerns.  The 
process is STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL, and 
just requires you to send us an email with 
your needs. It can be hotel costs, airfare, or 
both.  Please take advantage of this offer 
if you need it. Send your application to:  
BaltimoreReunionHelp@gmail.com

For all the details about the reunion, 
including where to register, make hotel 
reservations, and most importantly who 
has already registered, go to the reunion 
website:  http://acsreunion.com/#.  Don’t 
hesitate to contact me if you have any 
questions not addressed here or on the 
website at:  ginakano1@gmail.com  

The city awaits us, and I look forward to 
seeing all of you there.  

I would be remiss in not mentioning that 
there is also a reunion planned in Beirut 
on July 1.  Summer in the City details can 
be found on the ACS website.  Please plan 
on attending if you’ll be in Lebanon during 
that time.  

My best,

Gina Kano ‘73   
President AA/ACS

A Message From The President

mailto:BaltimoreReunionHelp@gmail.com
mailto:ginakano1@gmail.com


Page 2  |  The Diaspora Potrezebie  | Spring 2022

The Diaspora Potrezebie
Editor

Alice Ludvigsen ‘70
Email:  alice ludvigsen@gmail com

Past Editors
Peter G  Gibson (Fac), Founding Editor, 1978-1986 [RIP June 6, 2009]

Connie Scott ’76, Editor, 1986-1990
Jonathan G  Stacey ’61, Editor 1990-2012 [RIP December 7, 2012]

Linda Handschin-Sheppard ’68, Editor 2013-2020
Jay Bruder ‘74, Editor 2020-2021

Contributing Staff
Lina Safa, Director of Research & Development Services

Office of Development & Alumni Relations
Faten Hayek, Assistant to the Office of Development & Alumni Relations

Executive Committee and Representatives
President, Gina Kano ’73, ginakano1@gmail.com

Vice President, Yasmin Agha ’04, ymagha86@gmail.com
Treasurer, Leonard Smith ’67, leonard.smith@telesis-usa.com
Secretary, Donna Harms-Hansen ’74, 32Aruba@comcast.net

Representatives of the Association

Honorary Representatives
Tomas N  Cangiano, Head of School

Nina Joukowsky-Köprülü ’79, Chair, ACS Board of Trustees

Ex-Officio Representative
Rosie Ann Muhanna, ACS Director of Development & Alumni Relations

Websites
ACS at Beirut: www.acs.edu.lb

ACS Matters: www.acs.edu.lb/page.cfm?p=1326
Al Mashriq The Levantine

Cultural Riches from the Countries of the Eastern Mediterranean
https://libraries.aub.edu.lb/digital-collections/collection/borre-webarchive

Webmaster: The late Børre Ludvigsen ‘64

The Diaspora Potrezebie is published quarterly as a nonprofit activity 
of the Alumni Association of the American Community School Beirut  
Subscriptions are provided free to all members of the alumni association  
Please make tax deductible donation checks payable to the Alumni 
Association of ACS (AA/ACS)  

All address information should be sent to  AA/ACS, Glen Grubbs, 20 
Franklin St , Salem NH 03079  Our legal address is: 3 Dag Hammarskjold 
Plaza, 8th Floor, New York NY 10017-2303  The Alumni Association of the 
American Community School Beirut. (AA/ACS) does not take positions on 
religious, political, social topics, or issues and does not endorse the positions 
or opinions given from time to time by contributors to this newsletter. © 
1990–2022 Alumni Association of the American Community School 
Beirut  

 
All Rights Reserved 

Ramsey Barghout ’12 
Jay Bruder ’74

Linda Handschin-Sheppard ’68
Jeffrey Hutchins ‘65
Alice Ludvigsen ‘70 

Margaret “Mug” Kelberer ’73
Jeanie Mullen ’73
Zeyd Tabbara ’11
Elizabeth “Betsy” van den Berg ’74

Reunion Program
Thursday, August 4 

•  Evening Welcome Reception
Friday, August 5 

•  “Class Dinners” - small groups of classmates will gather for 
dinner at different area restaurants.  Note:  some groups 
are having this meal gathering on a different night.  We 
will share these when information becomes available.  
Please send us an email if you would be interested in  
organizing a gathering for your class! 

• Friday Fun - special interactive evening to get the social 
juices flowing

Saturday, August 6 
• Morning - ACS UPDATE meeting
• Evening - banquet and dancing

Follow updates on the reunion website:  http:\\acsreunion.com

Please Consider Serving
On The Alumni Council

We need you to join the Alumni Council.

The Alumni Council is the group of ACS alumni who, as volunteers, 
run the affairs of the Alumni Association of ACS.

All Council members are elected at the same time for a three-year 
term. The current term ends December 31, 2022. The next term 
will start January 1, 2023. AA/ACS Bylaws state that there must be a 
minimum of 7 and maximum of 15 members on the Council. Cur-
rently, the Council has the maximum number.

Many of the current Council members will stand for re-election, 
but there will be several openings. The Council meets via Zoom (or 
similar service) four times per year. Non-officers typically put in an 
average of 3 hours per month, including meetings, email commu-
nications, and committee work. Officers and committee chairs may 
put in more hours.

Please contact either Jeff Hutchins or Jeanie Mullin immediately 
if you wish to join the Council or if you have questions. Jeff and 
Jeanie are on the Nominating Committee. Write to either 
jeff@jeffhutchins.com or to j_mullin@sbcglobal.net. 

Feel free to nominate your friends, but make sure you have their 
permission.

mailto:ginakano1%40gmail.com?subject=
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The Board of Trustees of the American Commu-
nity School (ACS) Beirut mourns the passing of 
Samuel Davis Constan (1935-2021), long-time chair 
of the ACS board of trustees. Sam served ACS as a 
trustee and trustee emeritus for over 30 years from 
1990 – 2021.  During his time, Sam presided over 
the growth of ACS’s student body from 4 students 
to over 1000 students. 

Sam also attended ACS and grew up in Beirut.   His 
father Nicholas D. Constan taught chemistry at 
the American University of Beirut and his mother, 
Martha (Moody) Constan, served in the Foreign 
Service.   Sam’s childhood gave him a lifelong 
interest in world events and a remarkable ability 
to make friends and have absorbing conversations 
wherever he traveled.

More than anything, Sam Constan loved his fam-
ily – foremost his wife of 60 years of marriage, Phyllis (Rosenberg) 
Constan.  They raised three children: Andrew, Katherine and Theo-
dore.  He was devoted grandfather to William, Charlotte, Elizabeth, 
Theodore, Keira, Kate, Owen and James.

He shared his fondness for water views over Little Peconic Bay, 
Lionel trains and the Red Sox, as well as his knowledge of how to fix 
everything “if you use the right tool.”

People who knew Sam would say that his grace was exceeded only 
by his stamina; his stamina was only exceeded by his wisdom; and 
his wisdom only exceeded by the love and gratitude we at ACS, and 
all who knew him, will always have for him. May he Rest in Peace.

CONSTAN--Samuel D., (1935-2021), of Peconic, NY, passed away 
on December 12th after a brief illness and a long, wonderful life 
filled with love, family, and friends. Sam is 
survived by his wife of 60 years, Phyl-
lis (Rosenberg) Constan; his brother 
Nicholas Constan; his children Andrew, 
Katherine (Simon Dandy) and Theodore 
(Alison Frank- lin); grandchildren William, 
Charlotte, Elizabeth, Theodore, Keira, Kate, 
Owen, and James.

Published by New York Times on  
Dec. 17, 2021.

Thinking of Sam Constan by Barbara A. Porter 
(ACS ’71 and Board of Trustees 1996-2019) 
I feel fortunate that I came to know Sam through 
the ACS Board of Trustees. He was on the panel 
that interviewed me in 1996 as a potential board 
candidate. In his own somewhat gruff manner he 
asked many astute questions, which gave me the 
chance to take the measure of the man (i.e. he ran 
a tight and careful board meeting). My main asset, 
besides a love of ACS and Lebanon, was that I 
resided in New York City where the ACS office was 
located in the AUB space. Thus, I could legitimately 
represent ACS on the Board in signing for checks 
and other legal documents, as came to pass when 
I took on the role of Board Secretary for almost ten 
years before moving to Jordan in 2006. While I was 
in Amman, it became easier to get to Beirut and I 
was there for virtually all meetings, documenting 

many with photos that are wonderful souvenirs of those gatherings.

Sam bridged the old board with members who had served dur-
ing the civil war years and he represented a new beginning. His 
business acumen and common sense were a boon to ACS and its 
leader Catherine Bashshur. He managed to get permission to go 
to Beirut in 1996 before the official ban on Americans was lifted 
because he wanted to fulfill his duties as Board President and 
recognized the need to be in the country. That was no small feat 
and showed his stubbornness and persistence. In June 1997, he 
knew it was important for the Americans serving on the Board to 
get there too, and we did. Many board meetings in Beirut followed, 
but the one in 1997 will always be remembered as very special for 
so many reasons, one being that it was my first return since 1973. 
The highlight was the trek that Sam and I took from the area of 

Hamra where he showed me the original 
ACS building and his childhood home, 
then following the old route of the tram 
tracks downtown. Along the way, he 
recounted some of his adventures as a 
young boy who loved to explore the city. 
Over the following years, there would be 
many official and unofficial shared times 
in Lebanon but that first walk recalling 
respective childhoods stands out. In 2006, 

In Memoriam
Samuel D. Constan ‘53

Continued on page 4
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In Memoriam Samuel D. Constan ‘53 Continued

I was fortunate to visit Sam and Phyllis at their home in Peconic on 
the north shore of Long Island and it was wonderful to see what they 
had created and be with 
them in that setting. I had 
seen their home in the sub-
urbs of Chicago and in both 
places was impressed by the 
train collection! In Peconic, 
he gifted me a Druze chest 
from his Father’s collec-
tion which I treasure for its 
history and the friendship it 
conveys.

Sam Constan – Memories by 
Tony Glockler ‘53

I met Sam Constan when we 
were both enrolled in College 
Protestant Pour Jeune Filles. They 
accepted pre-puberty boys. By 
fourth grade we were both in 
ACS. Sam was a lot of fun, he was 
gregarious, a bit mischievous, cre-
ative 
and 

active. I lived downtown so I took the tram 
home every day after school. Sam lived in 
Ras Beirut so he hung around and got to 
know the BD crowd. Sam knew everybody. 
Our younger brothers, Sam and Robyn, 
were also classmates.

During the war 
most of the 
English speaking 
community left 
for the US. The 
Glocklers and the Constans stayed. I remem-
ber Sam having some chocolate powder, 
probably for making hot chocolate, that his 
mother got as result of working at the US 
embassy. We ate it together. A real treat. One 
evening Sam had a spin the bottle party at 
his house. I was very shy and petrified that 
when I spun the bottle it would point to a 
girl. Sam was the life of the party. 

Every Christmas Sam would come to 
our house because we had a Lionel 
train set up. Sam loved that train 
set.  After he had retired out on Long 
Island, NY, he showed me his train 
room. It was a large room with nar-
row shelves on all the walls contain-
ing o-gauge trains. In the middle of 
the room was an enormous layout 
with tracks and houses and land-
scaping and more in great detail. He 
spread out his arms to encompass the entire scene and said, “It is all 
your fault.” 

Sam was smart, creative, friendly 
and thoughtful. He was the kind of 
person with whom you would want 
to interact. I will join his many friends 
in missing his presence.

When you are sorrowful, look 
again....     Khalil Gibran  
My friendship with Sam has spanned 
almost 40 years.  I could write a short 
story about the early days of the 
Alumni Association and the roles 

various people played, many now gone, but Sam would be at the cen-
ter, with his boundless energy and natural gifts.    How fortunate we all 
are.

Having spent all of the years of his youth in pre-1950s Beirut, Sam was 
hungry for knowledge of “my” Beirut, ACS, and BCW, as my years there 
spanned 1960-1975.  He never tired of those stories and descriptions 
as, while some things overlapped, like the tram on Bliss and old down-
town Beirut, others were completely new to him, like the physically 
growing ACS campus, the grand new movie theatres on Hamra, and 
girls wearing pants to class at ACS.  The sheer numbers of students 
who once attended ACS simultaneously surprised him.

We never got to make a trip back to Beirut at the same time.  We 
missed guiding each other, hopefully with Phyllis and Catherine 
Bashshur, on our respective tours.

Sam was a diplomat, a reliable co-worker, a man of his word, a prank-
ster, and a mischievous older brother in one moment and then your 
most understanding best friend in the next.

I will miss our conversations.  Al ahweh ‘al nar, Sam.  
Melanie Brechtel (72)

Sam with Barbara Porter in Beirut Harbor,
June 1997.  Courtesy BAP

Sam with Eric Widmer and Barbara 
Porter AUB Campus 1997.

Courtesy BAP 

Sam in front of his
childhood home in Ras

Beirut, 1997.  Courtesy BAP

With his little brother and a
friend outside the childhood 

home. Courtesy Phyllis Constan

Sam and his little brother Nick.
Courtesy Phyllis Constan

Sam and fellow board 
member Barbara

Sampson outside the 
childhood home, 1997.

Courtesy BAP
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In Memoriam Samuel D. Constan ‘53 Continued

On behalf of the ACS Board of Trustees past and present, we 
mourn the loss of our colleague and dear friend, Sam Constan. Upon 
this retirement as Board Chair, the following resolution was read at his 
last meeting:

RESOLUTION IN HONOR OF SAMUEL D. CONSTAN
Whereas, the Board of Trustees of the American Community School 
at Beirut, Lebanon notes with sadness and sustained disbelief the 

retirement as board chairman of Samuel Constan;
and

Whereas, Mr. Constan was elected as a trustee in 1990
when the first George Bush was president and Lebanon

was just emerging from civil war;
and

Whereas, Mr. Constan has therefore seen or overseen
the election of all current board members;

and
Whereas, that should in no way make suspect any

of the flattering words that follow;
and

Whereas, he has served for 13 years as board chairman
and in that time attained most favored nation status

as our first-in-last-out trustee;
and

Whereas, in that time he has presided over the growth
of ACS’s student body from 4 students to over 1000 today;

and
Whereas, we recognize his love affair with the school began

53 years ago when Sam entered ACS in the class of 1953;
and

Whereas among his countless contributions to the school have been 
the additional countless hours of pillow talk from Phyllis, whose-

spousal forbearance we recognize for its retired
schoolteacher’s calm, inspired counsel

and support of our chairman;
and

Whereas, leading by example, he has worked tirelessly to
improve all aspects of the school;

and
Whereas, his remarkable patience was challenged but never

defeated by ringing cell phones and the repetitive use of
the phrases “with all due respect,”  “transparency is needed here,”

and “Mr. Chairman, if you please”;
and

Whereas, in his faithful meeting attendance, as well as untold
extra phone conferences at all hours of the day or night with

the head of school, first with Catherine Bashshur and now

George Damon he has offered advice, encouragement, 
humor, trust, and discretion;

and
Whereas, his grace has been exceeded only by his stamina;

and
Whereas his stamina has been exceeded only by his wisdom;

and
Whereas, his wisdom has been exceeded only by the

love and gratitude we have for him;

Now, therefore, let it be RESOLVED, the Board of Trustees of the 
American Community School at Beirut expresses its lasting
appreciation to this loyal, generous, and inimitable trustee;

and
Let it further be RESOLVED that Sam Constan continue as
chairman, in the hopes that the school will continue to

benefit from his wisdom and inspiration for years to come.
June 3, 2006.  Read and submitted by

incoming Board Chair, Nina Joukowsky Koprulu ’79.

Sam, you are deeply missed by former and present trustees. 
Nina Joukowsky ‘79 

 L to R:  Barbara Sampson, Eleanor 
Dorman Johnson, Eileen Knight, 
Catherine Bashshur, Sam, Rich 

Johnson. Courtesy BAP

 L to R:  Unknown, Abed Mansour and wife Dima, Barbara Sampson, U, with 
Barbara Porter in front, Eileen Knight, U, Sam, Eleanor Dorman Johnson, 

Eric Widner, Nina Joukowsky Koprulu.  Courtesy BAP

L to R:  Mike Sena (AA/ACS Board 
president), Einar Larson, Mike’s wife, 
Meera Viswanathan, Eric Widmer, Ei-

leen Knight, Phyllis and Sam Constan, 
Barbara Porter.  Courtesy BAP

Continued on page 6
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In Memoriam Samuel D. Constan ‘53 Continued

Sam Constan ‘53 – Alum/Friend/Partner/ACS Supporter  
by Anne Bruder ’70

Sam Constan passed away in December 2021, and his passing is a 
loss for the ACS community. Many may not know him because he 
was an older alum and by the 1990s, had moved from being a regular 
attendee at the triennial reunions to working on the school’s Board of 
Trustees where he was President. Over the years, he has been lauded 
by the school and frequently in The Pot for all the work that he did 
starting at the first triennial 
reunion in 1982, which is 
where I first met him.

I don’t recall specifically how 
we met other than that we 
were introduced and started 
talking in the course of 
that first evening. He was a 
businessman from Chicago 
at the time and interested 
in learning about other alums and how to build the network. He be-
came the first manager of the mailing list, the ACS Directory,  as the 
association grew and would frequently come to Washington to help 
process checks as they arrived.  

We continued to keep in touch through the years. He was always 
eager to ensure that the Alumni Association, particularly the Board 
of Governors, functioned well. For a long time the AAACS wasn’t an 
active fundraising organization, initially at Sam’s behest because he 
knew that many of us were younger and not able to give substan-
tially.  By 1997-1998 it became clear that the school needed assis-
tance and Sam helped lead the way, making generous donations to 

the school and giving guidance 
as Catherine Bashur retired and 
George Damon took over in 2002. 
The fundraising that we do to 
support a student scholarship 
and now helping to support the 
staff and faculty all came about as 
a result of Sam’s hard work.  

Naturally, Sam was fond of Lebanese food. When he visited in 1985, 
I took him to the first Lebanese Taverna in Arlington, VA. I remem-
ber remarking that you knew you would get good food because it 
smelled like “home” outside the restaurant. That particular restaurant 
always makes me think of walking along Bliss Street and the many 
restaurants with similar smells!  

Sam’s retirement let him focus on his other interests, including model 
train collecting. He attended an annual train show in York, Pennsyl-
vania, which is about an hour north of Baltimore. He came to town 
several times, and I introduced him first to the Baltimore branch of 
the Lebanese Taverna and then to a Cypriot restaurant, Cypriana’s. 
When we arrived, Cypriana’s maître d’ was quick to assure us that the 
food would be similar to what one could eat in Israel (as a result of 
the many Jewish customers). “And Lebanese?” Sam asked. “Oh, yes, 
of course,” the man replied, but was clearly surprised to meet people 
who knew about the region’s cuisine.  

Sam will be missed by many, but I’m glad to have known him.

Memories of Sam Constan by William (Bill) Crays ‘56   
I first met Sam at the 1985 AA/ACS Reunion in San Diego. In the years 
from 1985 to 2000, we only saw each other at the triennial reunions. 
Sam had been very active in the alumni association until he assumed 
the Chair of the Board of Trustees. 

At the 2000 Reunion election for the Board of Governors, one of my 
classmates from 1956 nominated me from the floor.  At that time, 
cumulative voting was allowed in BOG elections. All of my classmates 
in attendance, along with a few from the Classes of 1957 and 1958, 
cast their cumulative votes for me, and I was elected. In the summer 
of 2002, the Treasurer asked to be replaced and I volunteered to as-
sume the position.  A few months after taking on the Treasurer’s role, 
Sam called me to “Thank” 
me for the financial controls 
and reporting changes I 
had implemented. He told 
me that he could finally 
understand the reports and 
was confident the Associa-
tion’s finances were in good 
hands. We spoke often after 
that call, as Sam frequently 
participated in the BOG 
quarterly conference calls.    

Sam was an ACS advocate 
and dedicated leader. As Chair of the BOT, he led ACS through many 
trying and difficult times.  Even after retiring and passing the leader-
ship baton to Nina (Joukowsky), he continued to participate in BOT 
meetings when he could. And when he did, he always made mean-
ingful observations and comments. He will be missed. 

Two legends:  Sam Constan and
Catherine Bashshur in Byblos,

June 1997. Courtesy BAP

Sam and Catherine, Beirut 2002.  
Courtesy BAP

Monroe Pastermack’s photo from the
ACS reunion in San Diego, 1985.

L to R:  Sam, me, Marcia Hubbard,
Mary Martes (I think) and Bill Tracy,

all class of ‘53.
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In Memoriam Samuel D. Constan ‘53 Continued

Jeff Hutchins ‘65:  I was first elected to the Alumni Association’s 
leadership council in 2000 at my fourth triennial reunion. Until then, 
I had not met Sam Constan. In fact, it was not until 2003, when I was 
reelected and became President of the Alumni Council (then “the 
Board of Governors”) that I had my first real conversation with Sam.

He was at once friendly and supportive. “Gregarious” might be the 
best adjective for Sam, at least for the public version of him, as I never 
got to know what he was like when not representing ACS so well.

Over the next few years, I 
got to work with Sam on 
several initiatives for ACS. He 
was enthusiastic to involve 
alumni more in the school’s 
affairs, as both donors 
and creative partners. As 
a fair-minded and effec-
tive Chairman of the ACS 
Board of Trustees, he guided 
the school through rough 
waters and hard times. ACS 

today owes a great deal to the work of Sam Constan, and I owe him 
for mentoring me as I tried to rally alumni to celebrate a part of our 
individual histories.

Jay Bruder ‘74 From our first meeting at the Alexandria Reunion in 
1982 Sam Constan impressed me as a person who leavened his sig-
nificant gravitas with a great deal of charm and kindness. So it struck 
me as quite refreshing when one day he started recounting a story 
from his junior high years, all the while recreating the impish sense 
of humor appropriate to that stage in life. Sam and a buddy were 
astute observers of things modern and when the local press started 
proclaiming the wondrous new uses for the fabric called nylon, they 
were paying rapt attention. Nylon had been around since before 
the Second World War but in the late 1940s and early 1950s DuPont 
launched and sustained an intense advertising campaign and rarely 
missed an opportunity to trumpet a new use for the material. The 
local press echoed it, though the Arabic-speaking broadcasters 
generally pronounced the word as “knee-lawn.” Sam and his buddy 
thought the entire thing was uproariously funny (you had to have 
been there). At the merest mention of something good or novel, 
either Sam or his buddy would add the rejoinder “Just like knee-lawn!” 
And that would result in fits of laughter; at least for the two of them 
who were in on the joke. This little story is another testament to Sam’s 
great humanity. He really was a great guy.

Sam Constan ‘53 by Fadwa Ghanoum, ACS Development Office 
In March 2004, a tall man with a head of white hair walked into my 
office and spoke to me with a strong Ras Beiruti accent. I look up and 
don’t know who the man is. He introduces himself, “Marhaba, ana 
ismi Sam Constan ’53, tsharrafna.” (“Hello, my name is Sam Constan 
’53, nice to meet you”). The last thing I had expected was for Sam to 
speak with such an old and genuine Lebanese accent. Sam was in 
Beirut for the triennial ACS Board of Trustees meeting.

Coinciding with the BOT meeting that year, Sam attended the first 
fundraiser that the development office put together at ACS since 
I had joined in July 2003, 
where we aimed at raising 
funds for the first astro turf 
field at ACS. Knowing that 
Sam was a big fan of sports 
and particularly the Red Sox, 
we arranged to auction off 
two tickets to the Sox’s big 
game which Sam was happy 
to oblige and bid for. It was 
my first encounter with 
Sam’s generosity and dedication to ACS.

Sam spent his childhood until his early teens in Lebanon during the 
1940’s and went to school at ACS Beirut. He shared with me many 
stories about old Beirut and the old ACS. One story that comes to 
mind is how he and his friends would often jump on the Bliss Street 
tram car and how the conductor would catch them and reprimand 
them. Precious memories for a school that was about to celebrate its 
Centennial a year later in 2005. At Sam’s time in the 1940’s, the school 
population was around 100 students at most, and now Sam was part 
of it all again with a population of over 1,000 and a more local/inter-
national student body. 

Over the next 10 plus years, I 
had the privilege of working 
with Sam under his leader-
ship and wisdom. I grew to 
admire, respect, and hold 
Sam in so much high re-
gard. He cared for ACS and 
it’s role in Lebanon as an 
educational institution that 
graduated compassionate 
and critical thinkers.

Centennial Celebration of ACS in March 
2004. Sam with Jeff Hutchins’65 and

Dilbeste Alameddine, President of the
Parent Teacher Association of ACS at

the time.  Courtesy Jeff Hutchins

Continued on page 9

Sam and Mansour Harik discussing ACS 
border in 2000.  Courtesy BAP

Sam discussing Arabic bread at a bakery 
in Beirut, 2000.  Courtesy BAP
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Obituary Leonard J. Swenson    
Leonard J. Swenson, 97, passed away on Feb. 14th at Our House 
Memory Care in Richland Center, WI. Leonard was born on Dec. 
7, 1924 to Luther and Hilda (Everson) Swenson of Hickory Grove 
Township, rural Boscobel, WI. He attended Brindley and Homer 
rural schools through eighth grade.  He graduated from Boscobel 
High School in 1942. After farm-
ing with his parents for a few 
years, he attended Northwestern 
Bible College in St. Paul, MN and 
subsequently received a BA from 
Platteville State College. He was 
married to Lois Giles of Duluth, MN 
on June 10, 1949 in Duluth. Lois 
preceded him in death on August 
10, 2010.

In 1955 Leonard and Lois left the 
US to spent over 35 years as mis-
sionaries with Kids Alive Interna-
tional  children’s homes in Ramal-
lah, Palestine and Beirut, Lebanon. 
During that time, in addition to 
raising their four children, they 
raised and mentored hundreds 
of boys who were sheltered, nourished, educated and introduced 
to the gospel of Christ while in their care. After retiring, the Swen-
sons lived in St. Paul, MN, continuing to travel for and represent the 
mission. In 2009 they moved back to Leonard’s childhood farm in 
Homer, rural Boscobel, with son Dan and daughter-in-law Cathy. 
Leonard moved to Our House Memory Care in Richland Center, WI 
in 2019.

In retirement Leonard loved gardening, building birdhouses, set-
ting up slideshows of his photography, and cutting and splitting 
firewood. He could swing a mean splitting maul well into his 90s. As 
his health declined, he retained his love of gospel music and being 
around young children. His grand and great-grandchildren brought 
him great joy even deep into his progressing dementia.

Leonard was also preceded in death by his parents and his sister 
and brother-in-law, Harriet and Paul Russell. He also mourned the 
loss of many of his “sons” some of whom were victims of the wars 
and unrest in the Middle East. 

Leonard is survived by his four children; Dan (Cathy) Swenson, 
Becky (Jed) Hamoud, David Swenson, daughter-in-law Joyce Swen-
son, and Ruth (Tony) Thompson. Leonard had 15 grandchildren and 
24 great-grandchildren, and is also survived by hundreds of men he 
raised who now live all over the world.

Reunions, family gatherings, and events honoring Leonard are 
being planned for this coming summer at the family farm, rural 
Boscobel and at Dar-el-Awlad in Lebanon. A private burial will be in 
the Homer Cemetery, Hickory Grove Township.

Memorials may be sent to Kids Alive International, 2507 Cumber-
land Dr., Valparaiso, IN 46383. Please designate gifts to Leonard 
Swenson’s memory. The funds will be used for higher education 
and vocational training scholarships in Lebanon.

Editor’s note:  I had a chat with “Mr. Swenson”’s daughter, Becky 
Hamoud ‘70, who added the following in answer to my questions:  
Dad did coach the City Bank Little League at ACS throughout the 
1960’s, winning 2-3 championships. He also went on many field 
trips driving the big station wagon. My parents also had boarding 
kids stay with us for short times if they couldn’t get home for breaks. 
Dad was always available to help whomever asked. He loved his life 
in Lebanon. He was totally committed and didn’t like retiring. His 
last visit to Lebanon was in 2006 at the age of eighty-two.

Sheila Joan Acton-Newman ‘50

From her daughter, Leslie Newman:

“I am saddened to let you know that our 
dear Mom died just before Christmas.  Her 
time in Beirut at the American Community 
School was a time of great happiness, and 
she has enjoyed receiving your Alumni 
Newsletter.”

We received the following from Cynthia Shevlin Swanson:

This is to advise you that my husband, Robert O. Swanson, who 
attended ACS from 1951-1954, passed away on August 18, 2021, at 
the age of 84 in Scottsdale, Arizona. We attended several reunions 
over many, many years and they were always very special occasions 
for him to reminisce, reconnect and reflect about his special years 
at ACS.

In Memoriam

This beautiful picture of
Leonard at his beloved

“Dar el Awlad” was contributed
by his grandson, Brent Hamoud, 

who has followed in the
footsteps of his grandfather. 
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friends. In addition to his siblings - Mina, Nicola, Elias and Alex, 
who are also AUB alumni, and his sister Fifi - Ghattas is survived 
by his beloved wife Madeleine, their two children, Henrietta 
and Haitham, and two grandsons.

In Memoriam Samuel D. Constan ‘53 Continued

Throughout his tenure as Board President, Sam supported the 
school in every way he could. He led the board for many of years 
before I joined ACS, including the most difficult times during the 
Lebanese civil war. He supported many heads of school, includ-
ing Catherine Bashshur and 

George Damon. He oversaw the renovation of the school after 
the war and the transition of leadership ten years later, from CCB 
to GD. He also knew when it was time to step aside, and wisely 
nominated the person to follow him as President, Nina Jou-
kowsky ’79.

During one of our work trips to the US, the Head of School and I 
went to visit Sam for a work dinner in his and Phyllis’ home out-
side of NYC, a beautiful house by the beach. I discovered so many 
more fascinating things about Sam, including his incredible 
collection of trains (a whole room dedicated to rows and rows of 
little toy trains and a huge track centerpiece in the middle of it. I 
also discovered his love of jazz and a collection of old smoothed 
out glass that he picks from the beach. 

Sam was a good listener and a wise man. He was also not one to 
give in to flattery. He could at times be very straightforward, but 
we all loved that about him. A no nonsense person. He dedicated 

Sam with his family at Baalbeck in 2000:  L to R: local observer, son Ted, 
Sam, Alison Franklin (wife of Ted), daughter Kathy, and Phyllis.

Courtesy BAP

In Memoriam Continued

George Boutros Ghattas, BS’63, ACS Faculty in the 1960’s.

Obituary from the AUB Main Gate magazine.

George Boutros Ghattas was born in 
Jaffa, Palestine, in 1938. He passed away 
in February 2021, in West Sussex, Eng-
land. Ghattas began his working life as a 
teacher of mathematics at the Al Ahfad 
School in Sudan. In 1964, he returned 
to Beirut to teach at the Manor House 
School and at the American Community 
School, where he was regularly voted 
teacher of the year by his students. 

After moving to England, Ghattas became a geophysicist, 
engaging in seismic data processing and the teaching of 
industry-related software for companies including Digicon, 
CogniSeis and Western Geophysical. An avid gardener in his 
retirement, Ghattas also loved cooking rustling up kibbeh or 
trays of ma’moul to be shared with a wide circle of family and 

George Ghattas at ACS,
Source:  ACS Yearbook 1970

himself to ACS and the Alumni Association, amongst many other 
institutions in the US, as well. He was a man with a vision for a 
better world. I will miss him. RIP Sam.
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Editor’s note:  Slipping seamlessly from the series on Parent Dedications to Art at ACS, this is an article that didn’t make it into the last issue of the 

Diaspora Potrezebie.  The parent dedication story of the Parker family was printed in the March 2021 issue, and I was later made aware of the incredible 

art that the Parker parents had collected while they lived in Iraq.  This made me think of all the ACS alumni who have made art a huge part of their lives, 

which again inspired me to want to start a series about just that.  I hope you will enjoy it. 

A quote from the article: “Living in Baghdad between 1960 and 1965, a time of intense cultural renewal in the city, Orin and Rita Parker got to 
know many Iraqi artists — even establishing a space in which they could exhibit.” 

David Parker ‘80 wrote:  I’m excited to share this article from Christie’s honoring my parents’ work and their early support of Iraqi modern artists. 

Modern Masterpieces of Iraq:  The Orin and Rita Parker Collection

Art at ACS

Credit:  Christie’s article

https://www.christies.com/features/the-orin-and-rita-parker-collection-11898-7.aspx?sc_lang=en
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ACS at HeArt      
Tony Seker ‘79

The Red Baron, the sheep and Cinema Le Baron

When the curtain opened at Cinema Le Baron in the 70’s, just after 
the cartoons but before the main feature, there I stood ready to 
surprise the moviegoers. Perhaps I would be Porky Pig, stuttering my 
way through his classic line “That’s All Folks!” or Bugs Bunny snapping 
“What’s Up Doc?” to the diverse audience. And when I say diverse, 
there were literally sheep in the aisles, bizir spit onto the floor, and 
people of all walks ranging from Bedouins to business people ready 
to be entertained by Hollywood. This was Lebanon and we loved it!

Somehow growing up in Beirut during those times made you feel 
like you were only limited by your imagination. Pre-internet and 
cell phones, we were blessed to have the freedom to explore, to be 
kids, with the sole caveat of being home by dark, and darkness fell 
late. We were also blessed with many teachers who encouraged 
our creativity (not so much our mischief ) and even partook in some 
of our endeavors. For example, one weekend, Marwan Kreidie (’79) 
and I were filming a scene for a movie we were making at the BD in 
Geoff Braun’s (faculty) room. The Six Million Dollar Man was the most 
popular TV show at the time, so we made our own spoof called “Six 
Milliani”. I was Steve Austin and I would drink from cans of motor oil 
instead of soda. Mr. Braun was one of the coolest teachers in those 
days, letting us use his room, although he wouldn’t share his hookah 
with us thirteen year olds for some reason. Anyway, we had this 
stuffed dummy that we wanted to film being tossed from his balcony 

into the courtyard, near the nurse’s quarters. As the dummy left our 
hands we simultaneously got that nagging feeling that some people 
below might just be a bit surprised by a falling figure from the top 
of the building. Of course, we could ‘never’ have anticipated Moussa 
Srour (faculty) running over frantically to save a life only to find a prop. 
Oh well. We did learn a lesson that day, perhaps the longest string 
of Arabic curse words uttered on campus, ever. Hey, we still haven’t 
forgotten them. An institution for ‘higher’ learning!

In Beirut, film was a popular pastime for many of us ACS’ers in the 
mid 70’s. Whether it was besties going to be entertained by a Bruce 
Lee, James Bond or Louis de Funès flick, or actually making our own 
silent movies, there were few pastimes more appealing. Before you 
say ‘wait, what about girls?’ I’ll let you know that I was still young 
and naïve enough NOT to let Jennifer Cowie (’79) catch me for the 
Sadie Hawkins dance! Yup, what was I thinking? It might lead one to 
question what kind of education we were getting, but of course I jest. 
Our Music and Art departments were stellar and I loved to paint and 
try all sorts of crafts as well. In fact, I would get so excited to get one 
of those old model plastic fighter planes from Toy Land as a project. 
Painting and assembling them forced me to focus my attention 
voluntarily, and helped me to block out many of the troubling 
sounds of warfare.

Cinema Le Baron was not a mainstream movie theater. Located 
just a few blocks from Rue Bliss, it was somehow hidden yet 
the quintessential Lebanese movie theater. This is the theater I 

Art at ACS Continued

Tony Seker ‘79 with his painting
The Red Baron.”  Credit: Tony Seker

Continued on page 12

“Another movie influence?” 
Credit:  Tony Seker
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Art at ACS Continued

would pick if there was a Lebanese version of Cinema Paradiso to be 
made. Most of the movies featured were generally reruns or B movies. 
And for just one or two lira you got to enjoy a double feature plus 
cartoons and even the news if you were interested. More often than 
not, Le Baron ironically seemed to favor war related movies, although 
many of them were light hearted, for example with Phyllis Diller and 
Bob Hope. Since they weren’t love stories or “Made in Sweden” there 
weren’t too many scenes spliced from the original. That was too bad 
because we used to love to hiss anytime there was a love scene, 
whether it was spliced or not! One movie however always stuck with 
me. Not because of the story, which I don’t think I understood back 
then, but the film’s artistry, movements and colors associated with 
the movie “The Red Baron” which transported me away into a world 
of fantasy. When we finally escaped Lebanon during the civil war, I 
painted my last model airplane using red and other non-camouflage 
colors. I also improvised without my paintbrush, utilizing pieces 
of cardboard instead. Those methods and color palettes are the 
foundation for my professional paintings today.

Years have passed since our glorious yet troublesome times in Beirut. 
We have gone in different directions, but for many of us our hearts 
remain there with the land, the people and with our alma mater. And 
for me, my art is the one home that cannot be taken away, and I have 
the village of Beirut, a few sheep and lots of great teachers at ACS to 
thank for it. Shukran habibi!

Editor’s note:  I have taken the following from Tony’s Facebook page, 

with his permission:

“Thanks to BOLD MODERN curators for ‘making my day’ with this in-
depth interview.”

Dynamic Artists of Contemporary Art

Daphne Issidorides ‘72      
I am a visual artist and have worked professionally, showing and 
selling my work in exhibitions since 1979, and I have also worked as 
a freelance graphic designer. I studied Fine Arts and Art History at 
AUB, at the Athens School of Fine Arts, and also in the USA (College 
of Fine Arts, University of New Mexico- Albuquerque, and graduate 
studies at Cornell University, Ithaca NY). Since 1991, I have taught 
Visual Arts for 30 years at one of the best private schools in Athens 
which included the International Baccalaureate program in Visual 
Arts (16–17 year old students), 5th & 6th grade Elementary Art Class 
(10-12 year old kids), and some years also the younger kids. I loved 
my job and got along very well with children of all ages. I  have been 
very conscientious, devoted to teaching, and to developing projects 
that would inspire children.

My parents encouraged my interest in art. When I was six years old, I 
declared that I would become a painter when I grew up. They were 
amused and told me that I didn’t have to decide quite yet.

I grew up in Beirut, Lebanon. This diverse cultural milieu subliminally 
shaped my sensibilities and my psyche. The time I spent at ACS in 
the Elementary School was very joyful and creative. Living on the 
AUB campus was magical; the playground offered non-stop fun and 
playtime for all the kids, under a magnificent sea breeze. We travelled 
widely with our father all around Lebanon and the Middle East. 

After moving to Athens, Greece in 1962, my sister and I would 
visit Lebanon twice a year to spend Christmas vacation and all of 
the summer with our father, AUB Chemistry professor Costas H. 
Issidorides. Our connection to Beirut and to our ACS childhood 
friends was constant. Although our parents separated, they 
remained lifelong friends and had great love and respect for each 

 “AUB 1986”
Credit: Daphne Foteini Issidorides

“Lebanese Pot and Persian Porcelain”
Credit:  Daphne Foteini Issidorides

https://e6db44ec-ac32-4858-b793-9cb6ce876c68.filesusr.com/ugd/1954f9_f29efdab2d8c4f5aa611fcda21bc4957.pdf?fbclid=IwAR2Wf4W2jfhA95f8LN4ZofcSRH81jQbtWKBxpmwKSvLQAjuLVkZTYMmc6pA
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“Beirut Nostalgia 1988” 
Credit:  Daphne Foteini Issidorides

Art at ACS Continued

 “Pencil drawing interior”
Credit:  Daphne Foteini Issidorides

other. My mother, Marietta R. Issidorides, was a Neurobiologist. Her 
ground-breaking brain research and visual images of cell biology, 
enhanced my understanding of the brain and by extension, of 
abstract art.

I have cherished memories of AUB, a fabulous university to be at 
in the 1970s, and have fond recollections of my art teachers: John 
N. Colt (Design), Arthur C. Frick (Sculpture), Perter Harrison Smith 
(History of Art), Nuha al-Radi (Ceramics), Gordon Olsen (Drawing & 
Painting). These wonderful people shaped my formative years as an 
artist.
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Alumni Notes

Karen Hajj ‘77 sent this note from a gather-
ing just before Christmas 2021:  A little over a 
dozen of us, from the class of 1977, congre-
gated at Riverbend Bistro & Wine Bar (Caro-
line Bruder’s restaurant in Alexandria, VA.) 
The occasion was to honor Andrew Zelno, a 
Capital Police officer and husband to Helen 
Zughaib, who was on duty January 6th, 2021. 
One of our classmates had arranged for us 
to get together to share our appreciation for 
his bravery and courage 

during the horrific event. Andy graciously 
thanked the group for gathering in his 
honor. A sumptuous meal was devoured 
while hearing the challenges Andy faced 
that dreadful day. The group expressed their 
deep appreciation for his service.

Pictured from forefront to rear of restaurant – 
left to right: George Miller, Simon Dodge, Karen 
Hajj, Nermin Abaza, Jim Sams ‘78, Jay Bruder 
‘74, Caroline Bruder ‘79, Cathy Bruder, Helen 
Zughaib, Nawal Miller, Anne Seidel Overington, 
Tony Thompson, Ruth Thompson, Andy Zelno, 
Brian Overington.

Here is a reminder for everyone and anyone 
who will be in Beirut this summer:

https://www.acs.edu.lb/page.cfm?p=1545

Anne Bruder ‘70 will be hosting the Class 
of 1970 dinner at the Baltimore Reunion 
in her fantastic Mies van der Rohe building.   
Friday, August 5, save the date!!!

A screenshot of Stewart Copeland ‘70 - 
Mabrouk!!

Linda Handschin-Sheppard ‘68 has sent us 
the following information about an upcom-
ing exhibition at the Hallie Ford Museum 
of Art at Willamette University in Salem, 
Oregon.  Most of us are very familiar with 
the fantastic paintings of David Roberts, and 
prints were hung in many a home of our 
childhoods.

David Roberts: Artist and Traveler
June 4 – August 27, 2022
Melvin Henderson-Rubio Gallery

David Roberts (Scottish, 1796-1864) 
was a self-taught painter who rose from 
the depths of poverty and obscurity in 
Edinburgh to become one of the most 
celebrated artists and travelers of his 
generation. His prints of Egypt and the Holy 
Land in particular would have a profound 
impact on European travel as well as the 
emerging fields of Egyptology and Biblical 
archaeology and would firmly establish 
Roberts as an important Orientalist painter. 
Organized by director John Olbrantz, the 
exhibition features prints, drawings, and 

watercolors of the Iberian Peninsula and 
the Middle East on loan from Ken and Linda 
Sheppard, the Yale Center for British Art, 
the Pierpont Morgan Library and Museum, 
and the Huntington Library, Museum, and 
Garden. A full-color, lavishly illustrated book 
written by Olbrantz will accompany the 
exhibition.

David Roberts, Cairo from the West (detail), 1839.

David Roberts, The Door of the Bacchus Temple, 
1839.

LOST ALUMS:
Lars Werdelin ’72
Sara Shannon ‘75
Deborah Soule Esposito ‘68

These alums’ hard copy Pot has been re-
turned as undeliverable.  Please let us know 
your street address if you wish to receive a 
hard copy.  Or save trees and money by sub-
scribing to the full color electronic version at 
alumni@acs.edu.lb

mailto:alumni@acs.edu.lb
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 AA/ACS REUNION 2022  -  REGISTRATION FORM 

 1.  Name:  (Maiden Name): 
 ACS Grad? (Year)_______________or  □  Parent  □  Child  □  Faculty/Trustee  Years @ ACS  _ 

 Preferred name for name tag:_______________________________________________  □  Do Not Publish My Name

 Address:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 City: ________________________________  State: ___________ Country:  Zip Code: _______________ 

 Best Phone Number: _________________________________  Email address:  @ 

 2.  Spouse/Guest: 
 Are they an ACS Grad? (Year)_______________or  □  Parent  □  Child  □  Faculty/Trustee  Years @ ACS______ 

 Spouse/Guest name tag name:  □ Do Not Publish My Name

 ●  Will you be staying at the Lord Baltimore Hotel? (check one):  □  Yes  /  □  No. Arrival Date/Time: 
 ○  Information about the hotel and links for reservations:  www.acsreunion.com  > Reunion Plans 

 ●  Would you be willing to share your room with a roommate who is willing to help with the cost?  □  Yes  /  □  No 

 3.  The Dinner Banquet choices – please note the  number  of orders requested for each dinner item: 

 Flat Iron Steak  Rock Fish  Risotto with  Vegetables (vegetarian  ) 

 P  lease indicate any special food cautions/allergy  : 

 Would you be willing to assist for an hour or two at the  REGISTRATION CHECK IN  or  HOSPITALITY ROOM  ?  □  Yes  /  □  No. 

 If  “Yes,”  what day/what time are you available?   Date  Time:  _ 

 4.  Are you interested in singing with the Reunion Choir on Friday evening? Email us at:  acstrianreunionmd22@gmail.com 

 REGISTRATION FEE 
 This does not include hotel room reservations. 

 Includes the Friday Fun Night, AA/ACS General Meeting, Saturday Banquet, and access to Hospitality Room. 

 EARLY BIRD SPECIAL  (Must be received by April 30,  2022  $190  per person 
 All Early Bird Registrations will be entered into drawing for 1 free night at Lord Baltimore Hotel (standard rate).

 REGULAR RATE  (All received starting May 1, 2022)  $210  per person 

 Number Registrations  at (rate)  $  = total:  $ 
 All registrations must be received by July 15, 2022.  No refunds for cancellations after that date  . 

 Would you be willing to donate additional funds to assist others who need financial assistance to attend?  $ 
 HOW TO REGISTER 

 Register and pay onli  ne:  http://www.acs.edu.lb/Reunion 

 OR  Print/Complete this form and mail it with a check payable to:  Alumni Association of ACS, Inc. 
 ADDRESS:    ACS Reunion, ℅ Jay Bruder,  1207 Priscilla Lane,  Alexandria, VA 22308 U.S.A. 

 ******************************** 
 Registration and Reunion Questions?  Call Elizabeth van den Berg at: 410-857-2591

 Or email to: acstrianreunionmd22@gmail.com 

 ○  By phone: 855-539-1928; Code: American Community School of Beirut.

 □  FRIDAY  □  THURSDAY  □  SATURDAY 




