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The Malcolm Kerr Endowment Update 

In 2018, thanks to your generosity, over $87,000 was donated to the Malcolm 
Kerr Endowment. With a little luck in the investment market our total for the 
endowment grew to over $520,000 by January 2019. The 2019 donations began 
at the Salt Lake City reunion and to date $33,465 has been contributed. Our goal is 
to grow the fund to a basis of $600,000, the amount needed to generate enough 
annual income fully fund the tuition and expenses of one student at ACS. We are 
getting close. 

Malcolm Kerr was in the ACS class of 1949. His classmates have fond memories of 
him as just a regular guy, a Boy Scout, and a good friend. Kerr dedicated his most 
extraordinary professional life to education in the Middle East. He gave his life to 
that cause when he was assassinated in 1984 while serving as the President of AUB. 
The leadership of the alumni association subsequently named a scholarship fund in 
his name. Today the Malcolm Kerr Endowment is the association's primary charity. 
Last year three of his classmates and one former ACS teacher made large donations 
in his honor while hundreds of ACS alumni made smaller contributions. One, a large 
donation, came with the attribution, to paraphrase, I couldn't think of a better place 
for the money to go, than to an ACS education for a deserving child. 

The Malcolm Kerr Endowment is our initiative as an alumni association. It is our 
opportunity to pull together and demonstrate what we can do as a community. I 
hope you will consider making a donation that will put us closer to our goal before 
the end of the year. Please see the donations form on the back cover to donate by 
check or credit card. 

Sincerely,

Jay Bruder '74 
President AA/ACS
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President’s Letter

In January 2020 a new Alumni Council (AC) will be seated and 
a new leadership team will step forward to guide the alumni 
association of ACS for the next three years. It has been my honor 
to serve as the association’s president for this term. Some really 
good things have happened thanks to your generosity and to the 
volunteer efforts of many ACSers. 

The Potrezebie quarterly newsletter has now passed its 40-year 
mark of continuous publication. In the late 1970s Peter Gibson 
Fac and his mother, Halley, built a mailing list of former students 
and faculty. This led to a newsletter, and then to our first reunion, 
and to a surprisingly durable alumni organization. These have 
been dependable constants in a chaotic world, and that is no little 
achievement. In addition to the late and much missed Jon Stacey 
‘61 I wish to thank our current editor of the Potrezebie, Linda 
Handschin-Sheppard ‘68, for her extraordinary efforts in getting 
the newsletter out every quarter. Linda also pioneered the move to 
an electronic-only option for receipt of the Potrezebie. With the help 
of the ACS webmaster, Hasan al-Masri Fac, we have uploaded, 
with password protection, the forty-year archive of the Potrezebie to 
the ACS website. This publication has long been the glue that holds 
us together.

Kudos to Melo Soghanalian-Hansen ‘77 and her husband Gary 
who, with their widely dispersed team of volunteers, staged a great 
triennial reunion at Salt Lake City. Already dubbed “the connection 
reunion,”  the friendships rekindled at this gathering serve to remind 
us why we so value the alumni association.

 Your donations have built up the Malcom Kerr Endowment 
from less than $400,000 to almost $550,000. We expect that the 
endowment will soon be able to produce enough annual income 
to support the equivalent of one student’s full tuition and student 
expenses at ACS. 

The leadership of the alumni association is made up of former 
students who volunteer their time and initiative to sustain the 
organization. I would like to thank; Andrea Aractingi ‘09 who 
headed our Communications Committee and explored our path 
ahead for social media; Majd Maksad ‘00, Amer Ghandour ‘06, 
Ramzi Farah ‘07, Anna Salameh-Boustany ‘84, Margaret 
“Mug” Kelberer ’73 who has previously served as secretary, and 
Jeff Hutchins ‘65 who have all stepped up to volunteer their time 
and insights; Maria Bashshur-Abunnasr ’84 Fac who served 
as our secretary and provided invaluable guidance based on her 
lifetime association with ACS; Yasmin Agha ‘04 who extended 
herself to motivate  her classmates to join in Lebanon-based 

mailto:?subject=
mailto:ymagha86%40gmail.com%0D?subject=
mailto:?subject=
mailto:?subject=
http://www.acs.edu.lb/page.cfm?p=1326
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activities and for volunteering as our vice president;  Zeyd Tabbara 
‘11 and Joseph Farhat ‘03 who worked to establish a college 
mentoring network for juniors at ACS; and Gina Kano ’73 who 
served as reunion coordinator. Pat Hinds ‘56 generously stepped 
forward six years ago to take over as treasurer and has been an 
able steward of the monies you have contributed. Our finances are 
in good shape, and we will miss Pat’s steady hand when he steps 
down in January. Finally, Bill Crays ‘56, emeritus during this past 
term, has not received the recognition he deserves for his many 
years as our treasurer and then his term as association president 
for the 2013-2016. I need to extend personal thanks to the past 
association presidents including Bill, Pat, Jeff, Linda, Sam Constan 
‘53, and my sister Anne ‘70, who have been a most helpful 
sounding board as I have faced decisions on the future of the 
organization. 

Many things have changed at ACS. Greg MacGilpin Fac is 
providing outstanding leadership as Head of School as ACS 
weathers another period of political turmoil in Lebanon with the 
assistance of the Board of Trustees. ACS has survived these storms 
before and the alumni community has played an important role is 
sustaining the school during its greatest challenges. 

 The Office of Development and Alumni Relations at ACS has 
been through a number of changes in the past three years. Rosie 
Muhanna Fac is now firmly in place leading the office. Lina Safa 
Fac has been our invaluable contact in the office and has delivered 
countless administrative assists to help AA/ACS conduct our 
business and to help ACSers find their classmates. Faten Hayeck 
Fac has now joined the office and has taken on the massive task 
of maintaining the contact data base. Our close relationship with 

Rosie and her office staff is essential to the future success of the 
association.

For the next term Marwa Bader ‘97, Donna Harms-Hansen ‘74, 
Jeanie Mullin ‘73, and Betsy van den Berg ‘74 will all be joining 
the AC. Two additional volunteers have stepped forward to offer 
their services, and we have a provision to bring them on board at 
the discretion of the AC.  

That brings us to the future of AA/ACS. We have compared 
notes with other alumni organizations and have some sense of 
what is coming. We know alumni involvement for the pre-1980 
generations will decrease sharply as each class year group passes 
from age 70 to age 80. In other words, the association, as we have 
known it, must hand off to a new generation or wind down in the 
next 12 to 15 years. The classes of the 1980s were very small and 
post-1990 graduates, who are now in the majority, have never 
been heavily engaged with AA/ACS. While there have been some 
highly motivated individuals, they have not been able to attract 
a groundswell of their peers. Those generations certainly have a 
different set of life challenges and as current protests in Lebanon 
show. They are confronting truly profound issues for the future of 
the country and the world. I hope that in the next term the new AC 
with the help of volunteers in Beirut and around the world will be 
able to provide the focus for the next generation of leadership.

Sincerely,  

Jay Bruder ‘74

President AA/ACS 

President’s Letter Continued

ACS Knights 

ACS Beirut 

ACS Beirut 

ACS Beirut 

Follow us on … 

https://www.facebook.com/acs.knights
https://twitter.com/search?q=acs%20beirut&src=typd
https://www.linkedin.com/profile/view?id=214954832&authType=OUT_OF_NETWORK&authToken=fpK2&locale=en_US&trk=tyah2&trkInfo=tarId%3A1403893019297%2Ctas%3AACS%20bei%2Cidx%3A1-1-1
http://instagram.com/acsbeirut
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Alumni Notes

Bob Miller ’60 writes from Florida that he attended and greatly 
enjoyed the class of 1961 mini reunion in Key West with a cruise to 
Cuba in May 2019.

Bob is also a published author, with six books out, about his life in 
the Middle East, he continues to publish in both the fiction and 
non-fiction genres. His next three books include scenes in and 
around Lebanon, involved in international terrorism, espionage, and 
betrayal – even on the streets of Beirut so familiar to ACSers. Late in 
2019, Telamon’s World, a love story trilogy set in the Middle East in 
the 4th century BC, will be available at bobmillerbooks.com and 
Amazon and other online vendors.

Bob attended ACS in the halcyon days of the early 1950s and again 
in the mid-50s, and was raised in Turkey, Lebanon, Egypt, Italy, and 
Iraq where he attended a four-year university through 1966. His 
adult life was spent on the streets and in the towns of the above 
countries until he retired in 1994.

Janis Jibrin ‘77 is a health writer and adjunct professor of nutrition 
at Georgetown University (also her alma mater). Since leaving 
Lebanon in 1975, she returned twice to the Middle East, visiting 
Beirut briefly on her way to Syria, where she still has cousins and 
other relatives. She lives in Washington, DC, a 25-minute drive from 
her brother Richard’s ’79 family, and a 35-minute drive from her 
long-time “almost husband”, Jack Merendino.

Tony Seker ’79’s works were presented by FLAG Art Group at its 
premiere show, All Media, All Cultures – Beyond Cultural Identities, 
curated by Nino Macharashvili. The opening reception was held 
November 8 at Nine on The Hudson in West New York, NJ. Visit 
Flag Art Group’s Facebook page to view an interview with Tony, 
described as “this exhibition’s Flagship Artist, Lebanese-born 
American abstract painter.” 

View Tony’s work at his website: claxondusoleil.com.

2020-2023 AA/ACS Alumni Council 
Representatives 

Yasmin Agha ‘04
Marwa Bader ’97
Jay Bruder ’74
Joseph Farhat ’03
Linda Handschin-Sheppard ’68
Donna Harms-Hansen ’74
Jeffrey Hutchins ‘65
Gina Kano ’73
Margaret “Mug” Kelberer ’73
Jeanie Mullen ’73
Zeyd Tabbara ’11
Elizabeth “Betsy” van den Berg ’74

How to Opt-In for Electronic Newsletter 
ONLY or Request the Full Color 

Newsletter in Addition to the Hard Copy 
Use this link: http://bit.ly/ACSPotrezebie

Many alums have opted in to the full-color, expanded electronic 
version only and will not receive the black and white hard copy via 
the postal system. AA/ACS will save trees and save the high mailing 
cost. Remember, you will need to update us if you change your 
email address as once we stop using your street address for hard 
copy mailings, we won’t know if you have moved.

http://bobmillerbooks.com
http://claxondusoleil.com
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More Salt Lake City Reunion Photos

Class of 1973

Some of the past presidents of AA/ACS: Jeff Hutchins ’65, Pat Hinds ’56; 
Anne Bruder ‘70, Bill Crays ’56 and Trustee, and current president Jay 
Bruder ‘74

Bernadette Samanant ’77, Martyn Miller ’79, and Isabelle Buckley ‘79

Steve Ragland ’77 and Tim Smith ‘75

Margaret Samanant-Jones ‘76, friend Gayle Mellegard, Jim Strayton ‘81, 
Garo Soghanalian ‘79, Isabelle Buckley ‘79
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Salt Lake City Reunion Photos Continued

Margaret Samanant-Jones ’76 and Susan Griffith ‘78

Deb Schuller ’73 at her first ever AA/ACS reunion with Anne Bruder ‘70

Sheila Graham ’73 and Muriel Brunger ‘73

Robin Schaub Fac and David Allen ‘73
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In Memoriam

Mary Harrity Fugate ’51 passed away on December 17, 2018.

Marie Hagerlund-Örjefelt ’74 

I´m sorry to tell you that my lovely wife has passed away. She died 
the 23rd of November 2018. 

Submitted by her husband Rolf Örjefelt.

Remembering the consummate American diplomat—and my 
friend—Paul Malik ’78

Going to Paul Malik’s funeral this summer, it felt like some of my 
own history got buried as well. That’s what happens, I guess, when 
a contemporary, and someone you’ve known your entire life, dies. 
We were family friends—our fathers worked together at the Voice 
of America, Arabic section, with posts in Washington, DC, Greece, 
Lebanon, and other Middle Eastern countries.  

At the burial, vivid scenes of Paul popped up in my mind’s eye, 
playing out like a film reel: 

Paul, his brother Peter ‘81, my brother Richard ’79, and I, as 5-to-
8-year-olds, in Rhodes, Greece, playing tricks on the waiters at the 
Park Hotel. (You could always count on Paul for this kind of thing.) 
The hotel was our temporary home before my family settled on 
the island for what would be a six-year stint, just as the Maliks were 
leaving for Beirut. 

Paul, in high school, becoming tall, bounding across the ACS 
courtyard, stopping to talk to me about politics (already!). 

Paul, drink in hand, sparkle in eye, hosting a party at his Virginia 
home, at the start of what would become an astoundingly 
successful 23-year Foreign Service career. As always, drawing 
me in to his very interesting conversation. (His grasp of Middle 
East politics was unusually comprehensive, and you know how 
complicated that is!) 

His high energy, buzzy parties were a trademark; talk to people 
who knew him in Dublin, Dubai, Athens, and any other post and 
their eyes light up recalling those soirees. His husband Nikos was 
determined to uphold the tradition in the memorial party he threw 
a few months after Paul’s death. (It was a great time—joyous, 
charged, and very sad all at once.)  

Paul, this summer, a few weeks before his death, sitting on the 
couch in the stately Northwest DC home he shared with Nikos. 
Emaciated from cancer treatment, he was still “Handsome Paul 
Malik”—the way Helen Zughaib ’77 and I always greeted him. 

In his last post, as Charge d’Affaires in Amman, Jordan, he was 
responsible for about 2,500 employees. In that living room visit 
he was still talking about the Middle East and many other topics, 
including our families. I told him how grateful I was that during 
the last year of my father’s life, when conversing with him was 
tough, Paul’s father Boulos still faithfully visited. Paul recalled other 
encounters between our two families, many I’d forgotten. One after 
another they tumbled out, as if he too were watching a movie reel 
in his mind’s eye.

Submitted by Janis Jibrin ’77  

Elizabeth Plowman Fac passed away on December 13, 2017, 
surrounded by her loving family and a multitude of friends. She 
was born on September 3, 1937, in Little Rock, Arkansas, to Charles 
Spencer Plowman Sr. and Marguerite Brannen Plowman. Elizabeth 
demonstrated a talent and love of music that was evident from an 
early age. Upon graduation from high school, she attended Mary 
Baldwin College in Staunton, Virginia and then a Master’s Degree in 
organ from Union Theological Seminary in New York. 

Following her love of adventure, she was employed as an organist 
for several churches around the country, and also spent a time 
teaching music at the American Community School and the 
American University of Beirut in Beirut, Lebanon.  

Elizabeth is survived by her brother Charles S. Plowman Jr. of La 
Canada, California.

Submitted by Dana Lawrence who writes: you are welcome to 
share my name and address with anyone who may remember her 
and wish to have more information or to share remembrances. 
Dana Lawrence, 28 Pine Manor Drive, Little Rock, AR 72207, phone 
501-663-2312.
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In Memoriam Continued

Richard Storm Fac was born July 30, 
1937 and died on October 19, 2019. 
Richard was born in Peekskill, New 
York. He graduated from Hamilton 
College with a dual degree in French 
and English Literature and a minor in 
Music. Following graduation, he took a 
job teaching English at the American 
School in Beirut, Lebanon and spent the 
next 30 years living and working in the 
Mediterranean basin area. He returned 

to the United States in 1989 where he settled close to his family 
on the Gulf coast of Florida. He joined Fistere Associates, a public 
relations and tourism marketing firm with contracts in Lebanon and 
Jordan. Assignments as local producer for CBS and NBC television 

Class of 1970 News—50th Reunion Plans
by Anne Bruder ‘70

documentaries were followed by a marketing consultancy for 
Bulgari. He owned and published English-language magazines 
in Cairo and Rome before moving to Sarasota as a free-lance 
marketing consultant, translator, and public relations adviser.

In Sarasota, he immersed himself in its culture as well as urban 
development. With all of his accomplishments, the high point of 
Richard’s career came as president and then the first executive 
director of Key Chorale where he worked from 1994-2015. An avid 
music lover and expert, Richard was very visible in the community 
as a music critic for the Sarasota Herald-Tribune for many years, as 
well as for other publications in the United States and Canada. He 
also wrote a monthly column on architecture and urban planning 
at Sarasota Magazine. 
Published in Herald Tribune and edited for inclusion.

My hope is that this can be done by email. We can make final 
decisions based on the survey results by January 2020, with a 
decision about location and date (so far between Austin and 
Washington on 10/16-18/2020). If you volunteered to help with 
planning or contacting classmates and you haven’t been in touch 
with me, please email me at anne_bruder@hotmail.com. If you 
have been contacting other classmates, please let me know their 
contact information so we can have a full list. There are over 100 
names listed in the 2003-2006 AA/ACS Directory, and it would be 
nice to find everyone. 

Fourteen of us (Ron Forsythe, Nancy Muller, Becky Sibley, Anne 
Bruder, Bill Summers, Paul Sevier, Vicky Calvert, Bobbie Duncan, 
Linda Ingham, Craig Lichtenwalner, Ron Williams, Kathy Moore, Russ 
Wahl, and Jane Lin) attended the Salt Lake City reunion and agreed 
that we should start planning for our 50th reunion. Kathy Moore 
and Nancy Muller agreed to be the initial committee with me. I 
created a Survey Monkey survey and sent it to 65 classmates for 
whom the school or I have email addresses (please check your junk 
email). As of November 2, 23 responses have been received with 
these results:

1. Location: Seattle (3), Austin (9), Washington (9), and Baltimore (1)

2. 2020 Dates in Spring or Fall: 5/15-17 (6), 5/22-24 (7), 10/9-11 (6), 
and10/16-18 (10)

3. Activities – 6 want tours and 10 want talks and 2 want other

4. Eighteen agreed they would be willing to provide a video clip or 
photo, while 4 declined

5. Fourteen are willing to help with planning or contacting 
classmates

mailto:anne_bruder@hotmail.com
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Lost Alums

Geoff Braun ‘68
Linda Vormwald-Wilkie ‘70
Sara Lambert Rose ‘73
Debbie Dakouzlian ‘76

Karen Sternik-Guthman ‘79
William Edward Goellner ‘67
Charles Helling ‘67
Linda Hooton-Morse ‘67

David Gonshor ‘68
Mika Hadidian-Burdett ‘73
Timothy Heyl ‘75
Gulseren Sharif-Naqi ‘75

Heather Hilgendorf-Miller ‘89
Mona Chammas ‘99
Michael Moussa Fac

The electronic version of the newsletter to these alums was undeliverable. Please provide an update here: Alumni@acs.edu.lb

The hard copy newsletters for these alums have been returned as undeliverable to the address in our database. Please provide a current 
street address and email so we may update our records.  Alumni@acs.edu.lb

a.dira-@-ula.ac.uk
abrice-@-covad.net
adold-@-speakeasy.net
ahughes-@-scholastic.com
aibrahim-@-siebel.com
akberos-@-math.berkeley.edu
ali_assi1-@-icloud.com
alwansta-@-cyberia.net.lb
ankrsmom-@-mindspring.com
balewis-@-rcn.com
bill.speckart-@-kp.org
bosquedejade-@-yahoo.com
brdarrow-@-aol.com
bshosenfeld-@-gmail.com
btschuman-@-att.net
cathytravel-@-shaw.ca
cblum1-@-verizon.net
cmacadam-@-swets.nl
cperova-@-yahoo.com
csiderius-@-wvc.edu
cwynee1950-@-yahoo.com
dannapeterson-@-townisp.com
dchristx-@-mindspring.com
debbie.vincent-@-jdsu.com
digitalxfile-@-yahoo.com
drberry-@-cyberia.com
dufour_amanda-@-yahoo.com
embarg-@-cyberia.net.lb
fbuck3-@-juno.com

ferwerda-@-wheatonalumni.org
floapple-@-aol.com
fomaco-@-cyberia.net.lb
fourpoints-@-lancaster.com.lb
fremen1324-@-yahoo.com
ghaddarahmad22-@-yahoo.com
ghaliavbarrage-@-gmail.com
gm-@-skylinkdoo.com
gtyafi-@-lynx.net.lb
hajjnell-@-verizon.net
hakims-@-cyberia.net.lb
hexe-@-wise.net.lb
hhh-@-pgatour.com
ibashour-@-cyberia.net.lb
ihelgeby-@-tahoo.com
ijsselveerpad-@-zonnet.nl
imad_a_rafeh-@-hotmail.com
imadof-@-inconet.com.lb
jad3283-@-gmail.com
jadk-@-isd.sn
jezzy_777-@-hotmail.com
john-@-ikos.com
jumana-@-ecocity.org
kidalal-@-yahoo.com
kipsmom2-@-yahoo.com
lbd-@-sierra.net
lindabouali-@-gmail.com
liudmila_far_away-@-yahoo.com
m_jabi89-@-yahoo.com

malikp-@-state.gov
mariamalnaser-@-yahoo.com
mario1975m-@-yahoo.com
mark-@-ipmg-inc.com
marwandalal-@-hotmail.com
meditour-@-intracom.net.lb
mets12-@-windstream.net
michaelharik-@-yahoo.com
mik-@-cyberia.net.lb
mlabban-@-hotmail.com
moeen-@-khourshid.com
mohamady077-@-gmail.com
montarek-@-hotmail.com
mrn5768-@-yahoo.com
mtelder-@-ev1.net
myk-@-spheroids.com
myrnawhit-@-verizon.net
nada-@-cyberia.net.lb
nadia.ahmad9997-@-gmail.com
nohadm-@-cyberia.net.lb
nour-@-icap.com
ocampo2-@-un.org
omarnaim-@-hotmail.com
p_tracy08-@-yahoo.com
pederson-@-simmons.edu
pegrams2002-@-yahoo.com
r.h.d.90-@-hotmail.com
r_farsoun-@-yahoo.com
ramzi.kayss-@-gmail.com

riyaz-@-batelco.com.bh
robinmeader-@-yahoo.com
ruthntony-@-verizon.net
rwest3137-@-yahoo.com
s_elghali-@-yahoo.com
samartoot-@-yahoo.com
sara.fathallah-@-pepsico.com
sbashir-@-acs.edu.lb
sherif-@-inco.com.lb
signssue-@-cox.net
sinno-@-cyberia.net.lb
skadi-@-cyberia.net.lb
sparkinski-@-shaw.ca
ss22-samhoun-@-hotmail.com
stephen.munro-@-citi.com
sukey-@-milleni.com
susan-@-abfabsoap.com
susanweir-@-comcast.com
t.d.gill-@-uu.nl
thea.abuelhaj-@-gse.rutgers.edu
thefdz-@-yahoo.com
thomasbill-@-cox.net
trgrt-@-sti.net
wallace_psu-@-yahoo.com
yarazar1-@-gmail.com
ylaur-@-bellsouth.net
zelazzzi-@-gmail.com
ziad15-@-hotmail.com

mailto:Alumni@acs.edu.lb
mailto:Alumni@acs.edu.lb
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2019 AA/ACS Donations Form 
 

 � Malcolm Kerr Endowment (tax-deductible)  ________________________ $  ____________

 � Alumni Association General Fund (tax-deductible)  __________________ $  ____________
These donations are used for alumni association operating expenses  

 � Matching gift from my employer: __________________________________ $  _____________

Make checks payable to “AA/ACS”   TOTAL    $   _____________

Or pay by credit card online: acs.edu.lb/SupportAA for the General Fund or acs.edu.lb/Giving  
for Malcolm Kerr Endowment Fund.

First Name: ___________ Maiden/Middle Name:__________________Last Name: __________________

Class Year: ____________ Faculty/Staff/Trustee ____________________________ (Please note years )

Mail checks to: Pat Hinds ‘56, Treasurer AA/ACS at 304 Calle Moreno, San Dimas, CA 91773 

2019 AA/ACS Donations

Make a donation by credit card online: 
acs.edu.lb/SupportAA for the General Fund or

acs.edu.lb/Giving for Malcolm Kerr Endowment Fund.

To pay by check, print this page and mail to:
Pat Hinds ‘56, Treasurer AA/ACS

304 Calle Moreno, San Dimas, CA 91773


