
INSTALLATION:  

 

On behalf of the BOT, it is my honor and pleasure to 

formally, ceremonially install ACS’s 23rd head of school, 

Hamilton Clark. Some of you have already met our new 

headmaster, and many more have read the materials that 

describe in greater detail Mr. Clark’s most impressive 

career as a thoughtful, creative and highly effective leader 

in education. I therefore not repeat what I expect most of 

you already know.  

 

When the board announced its decision to elect Hamilton 

Clark as ACS’ next head of school, I expressed the 

sentiment we all shared as we unanimously chose him from 

a highly qualified field of candidates. Mr. Clark is a 

respected and articulate spokesperson for education with a 

depth and broad spectrum of leadership that will enable 

him and ACS to begin his headship with confidence. 

 

During the search process, the seven member search 

committee was struck not only by the considerable and 

enthusiastic feedback we received about Mr. Clark, but also 

by the extent to which his qualities and attributes match 

what members of our school community so clearly 

articulated they were looking for in ACS’ next head. In the 

more than four hundred responses to the Online Search 

Survey, our ACS community of alumni, parents, faculty, 

staff and students spoke clearly about their hopes for the 

next ACS head: an educator with intellect, judgment, vision 

and humor, an accessible and compassionate listener and 



mentor for ACS’ diverse faculty. We have found these 

qualities, and more, in Mr. Clark. 

 

In his personal statement and in his conversations with 

trustees, Mr. Clark emphasized his deeply held belief that  

“Education can and should be transformative and we need 

to allow students to explore and develop their passions and 

interests.” He added, “Young people want to grapple with 

real problems and create and figure things out that are of 

interest to them. As educators, we need to embrace new 

modes of teaching by creating a culture that rewards 

creativity, innovation, and collaboration.” 

 

As you will soon learn firsthand, Mr. Clark has 

extraordinary zest, energy, irresitible openness and a 

healthy sense of humor, often at his own expense. He is a 

man of principle who clearly conveys his values, believes 

in honest and open discourse, who expects as much or more 

from himself as he does from others, who speaks of 

effectiveness, of deep caring and concern for others, and of 

a team leadership that aspires to the highest standards of 

performance while exerising a touch of humility as well as 

having the courage to take a risk.  

 

Irrepressible, thoughtful and smart, Mrs. Clark is a vital, 

essential and spirited addition to the ACS family. During 

the two visits that the Clark’s made before accepting this 

post, it’s been clear that Mrs. Clark is not a trailing spouse. 

They made the decision together. What a gift to the ACS 

community to have both of them so committed in joining 

us. 



 

The selection of the head of school is one of the great 

responsibilities of trusteeship, and I know the rest of the 

board joins me in feeling privileged to have thoroughly 

exercised that responsibility, and to have arrived, with 

Hamilton Clark, at the threshold of an exciting future. We 

have confidence that Mr. Clark can foster what is needed 

most: ACS students, who will contribute their learned skills 

and leadership, to create and encourage a peaceful, 

respectful, and responsible world. Our students need to be, 

up, to that task.  

 

I am sure you have already surmised that my personal 

excitement for Mr. Clark is high and is already contagious 

on our ACS campus and community. 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, our headmaster, Hamilton Clark. 

 

 


